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ABSTRACT

The study is focusing on resource management ofAtile-Ewe migrant fishing community
Abakam in the Central Region, Ghana. The studytifies that access to fishing rights among
the migrants depends on the chieftaincy arrangemethe community. There is an inequality in
having access to fishing grounds among the difteatad social actors. Anlo-Ewes get access to
land through three major ways; purchase, inhergammdabusasystem of farming. The major
source of livelihood is fisheries (which includsHing, fish trade in the local market). Other
sources of livelihood include farming and sellingitems. The study is showing that informal
institutions play major role in the management othbland and fisheries resources. Chiefs
mediate and negotiate conflicts among fishers k& uking the informal institutions. Class

exploitation is integral part of the fishing acties in Abakam.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1. Introduction

Fishing is one of the fastest growing industrieghia world and can take the form of either
marine, fresh or lagoon water fishing. Much attemthas been given to this industry in recent
times due to its economic, social and political licgiions in many countries. Small-scale
fisheries play a very essential role to the coaatal rural poor. FAO (2004) statistics indicate
that fishers account for about 36 million worldwid2ut of these, 90% are classified as small-
scale fishers and 95% are based in the develomogtges. The artisanal fishery provides full
time jobs for 4,600,000 fishers as well as 1.5iomnllpeople who are engaged in fish processing
and marketing most of whom are women in West Af{iEAO, 1997). In an attempt to reduce
unemployment in Ghana the artisanal marine fiskeaffers employment for over 100,000
fishermen, in the canoe census of 1986 (Odotei2R0the 2001 Ghana canoe survey indicated
that a total of 123,156 fishers were recorded dutire survey (Bannerman et al 2001:7). This
figure increased to 124,219 in the 2004 canoe gu(®enandor et al 2004:10) showing an

increament of 1063 fishers within three years.

Migration among the small-scale fisher migrantoften seen as a response to complex and
diverse factors, existing both in the migrants camities of origin and destination. Migration is
sometimes regarded as the result of economic cpslgical or civil tensions and socio-cultural
factors (Fellmann et al.2005). Most of the migratamovements among the small-scale fishers in
Ghana however, are volitional, which shows thevidlial's response to the factors influencing
people to migrate. Available research indicates mhigration and for that matter mobility plays
an essential role in the small-scale fisheries . Overa (2001:1) indicated that in Moree (a
Fante fishing community along the coast of Ghafiser migrants migrate to other places with
the main aim of accumulation of wealth to invesiinder to improve their well-being of their
matrilineage or household and also their persaa#éils. It has been noted that fishermen migrate
to partake in the “rich seasonal fisheries follogvihe annual up-welling pattern in the gulf of
Guinea” (Overd, 2005:1). The Moree fishers, formnege move out during the ‘off’ fishing
season from October to March and return to Moreerad Easter (lbid: 8). This means that the
1



fishers move out from their shelves to follow tregtprn of the movement of the fish in order to
get better catch which indicates how relevant ntignais to the fishers. Although the small-scale
fisher migrants migrate to seek new opportunitieslifferent geographical areas they are often
confronted with the problem of accessing the mariesources and how they can institute

informal institutions to regulate the use and tlenagement of the marine resources.

One such small-scale fisher migrants’ communitilimkam, which is found in the Cape Coast
Municipality in the Central Region of Ghana. Abakana small coastal fishing community in an
area of land that belongs to the Fante ethnic garughat | here call ‘Fanteland’ which lies
between Cape Coast, the regional capital town aitr@e Region, and Elmina. Abakam is
inhabited by Anlo-Ewe fishers who have migratednfréAnloland’ in the Volta Region of
Ghana. The first Anlo migrant fishers are beliet@thave come to Abakam around 1918 and the
choice of the site was motivated by its fine romdef and sandy beach (Wyllie, 1969). The
livelihood of the Anlo-Ewe small-scale fisher migta in Abakam depend mostly on the fishing
activities. This means that certain institutiongsex negotiation access to the resource and the
management of the fishing grounds. This makes d@es®ary to understand how they are
participating in resource management using inforimstitutions to help sustain marine resources
before any policy on resource management can beessiully implemented especially at the
local level.

It is against this backdrop that this research ainseeking information on how the Anlo-Ewe
fisher migrants obtain and maintain access, thiteigight to use to the marine resources through
the institutions (customs or traditions, rules ghalvs and norms) governing or regulating the use

of the marine resources in Abakam.

1.2. Migration of fishers

Migration is the movement of people from one placeanother and it could be internal
migration or external migration. Migration has be@ one of the major characteristics of
Ghanaian fishers. Fishers migrate to differentidagons for different reasons and this has been

identified by several authorities.



The fisher migrants from Benin taught coastal dersllof Ghana how to fish, build canoes and
also introduced the triangle oar which is now usation-wide (Megorowitz, 1952 in Akyen
1996:23). The movement of the Ghanaian fishersbkeas a very old practice within Ghana and
beyond (Overa, 2001:1). Certain factors regardingnemic opportunities such as farming,
fishing, mining and trading and political stabilggrved as pulling agents that attracted people to
these areas (Odotei, 1991c). It has been identifiatione of the major features of small-scale
fishers is that they are usually ‘generalists mirtfishing strategy’ (Smith and McKelvey cited in
Lindgvist and Molsa 1990:193). Mobility has becopet of them and that moving from one
place to another to fish is easier than those iralin the industrial fishing. However, Overa
(2001) noted that fishers migrate to seek new dppdies rather than to run away from misery.
Overa (2005:17) identified four factors that infhee the decision of the fishing people of Moree
as to when and where to migrate which will depdagi:seasonal and long-term availability of
marine resources, (2) existence of a market, (B)iqgg and economic conditions in both home
and host country, and (4) the contacts and ingiriatavailable in the migration destination. In
the Fante migratory fisheries in West Africa, “coemgialization and urbanization” were the
main driving force attracted the Ghanaian fishenggrants into foreign coasts that increased in
the first half of the 28 century (Ibid.p.5). Where the indigenous peopleewet active in marine

fishing in West African coast new markets creategl chances (Ibid.).

This situation is not different as far as migratafrfishers within Ghana is concerned. The main
driving force of fishing migrants is to seek nevastal marine resources rather than urbanization
and commercialization. According to Kraan (2005tBg Ewe marine fishers can be found as far
as in the Central or the Western Region includititeio places. In his survey of the fishing
industry in Old Ningo in Ghana, Anyang (1996) notledt the fishers of Old Ningo especially the
‘watsd fishers migrate to other centres like Apam, Nyamy, Keta and Tema all along the coast
of Ghana to fish as a result of relatively highece for fish in those centres. This means that
fishers move to different geographical locationsaaspecific period of time with the aim of

making better catches and also exploit the marfgetpportunities available.

Lindgvist and Molsa (1990:194) added that accedshing rights becomes a problem to small-

scale fisher migrants upon reaching their destnatSome of the fisher migrants get access to



fishing rights at their destination by having cat¢awith the indigenous people. This was noted
by Anyang (1996), that the Ada fishers migrate td Bingo to fish and on their arrival they get
access to fishing rights by paying a courtesy @althe Ningo chief Fisherman to present a bottle
of schnapp and ten thousand old Ghana cedi frorh eacoe before they are allowed to fish.
Some of the fisher migrants also migrate to otleemtries in West Africa as it has been noted
that the fishers in Old Ningo migrate to Togo, Beand Gabon and their main reason was to fish
due to anticipation of better opportunities and mhigrants stay as long as three to four years
(Anyang, 1996).

1.3. Marine resource management

The main idea in this section is to identify diffat views identified by different writers on
marine resource management so as to relate themytdindings. Resource management is
frequently perceived as a precondition to or agessential element of development (Degnbol,
1990:209). The conventional plan of managementsbkfies is to avoid overfishing (Lindgvist
and Molsa, 1990:191) and fisheries managemengerded as any form of control or adjustment
of fishing operations (i.e. the amount of fishitygpe of gear used, size of fish caught) in order to
optimize the use of the natural resource (MoF, 200Bis mean that not only the measures to
restrict peoples’ activities like the closed seasooupled with management in the small sense,
but activities and development plans that take autosideration the restrictions which are set on
the resource. Over the years, fisheries managernast usually meant “management for
equilibrium production target” (Ibid) with measuredich are enforced by the state. There has
been little evidence for good performance of thetredized fisheries management strategies,
especially in areas of low levels of funding, staffpertise and technology (lbid). As a result of
this, attention has been shifted to community aminenagement strategies in the management
of fisheries. This has become necessary becausednal fishers’ activities has effects on many
others fishers, and on the fishery. Managementistsngf activities that aim at conservation and
sustainable utilization. It also comprises multigiecisions and actions that affect the intensity
and composition of fishery resources; and findflg tistribution of benefits from its products
(Ibid).



According to Welcomme (2001), management is toisetil guarantee and protect, increase
production and improve resources. FAO also defMasagement as “an integrated process of
information gathering, analysis, planning, condidtg decision making, allocation of resources
and formulation and implementation, with enforcetmas necessary, of regulations or rules
which govern fisheries activities and accomplishtredrother fisheries objectives” (1995; 2001).
By this, the FAO definition places emphasis onrtile of the government in the management of
the fisheries rather than the role of the locatltitasons. Degnbol (1990) defines resource
management as “the regulation of the mobilizatibra matural resource by society in order to
achieve somebjectivé (p. 213). This means that the central part obuvese management is the
objective (Ibid). On his contribution to problemacing fishing industry in Ghana, Oppong
(1994) noted that the natural water bodies in Glaearegarded as being community-based and
as such regulatory measures have not been rigdbreed and that this has led to unsustainable
fish harvesting and depletion of fish resource@plies’ activities such as fertilizers, herbicides,
mercury and insecticides usage finally flow inte tivater bodies, and therefore hamper the
development of the industry. Haughton (1996) adteat various factors such as pollution,
degradation of coastal habitat, waste disposakless fishing practices, insufficient institutional
capacity and lack of knowledge of the resourceesgystjeopardize the health of fisheries and
other aquatic systems (Haughton, 1996 cited ineBssi999:1). What this means is that for
healthy environment to prevail in the fishing inttysand for that matter small-scale fishing
people should be aware of the damage caused Ithelreactivities and also proper institutions
need to be put in place. There is an obvious sifrver-fishing which is showed by damages
caused by ecosystems and this is a disturbing ndénas led to fisheries authorities all over the
world to express the wish at various internatidioaa for a better structure to manage marine

resources (Lassissi, 1997 in Essien, 1999:1).

According to Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy (SRPMarine fish production in Ghana fell
in 1997 and 1998 and this was a result of decliniish stocks due to increase in the activities of
demersals trawling in the near shore waters, ldck legal framework and an active fisheries
resources management and increasing fisheriestapeya@osts (GPRS, 2002:55). The role of the
Accelerated Agricultural Growth and Developmentagigy (AAGDS) for sustainable natural

resource management is there to seek to developresuste improved access to technology (lbid:



56). Tvedten and Hersoug (1992) argue that the heeatonditions coupled with loss of
important fishing gear, illness, injuries due tovaxdity in the fishing carrier account for the
insecurities of catches and income among the fssh@doi (1995) identified over-exploitation
and the practice of unconventional methods as ibortitng to the decline in marine or water
resources in Ghana. She explained that the useenfiicals and small mesh nets do not give the
resources enough time to restore themselves wdnidanger their existence through pollution
simultaneously. This means that apart from theupiolh of the water by the poisonous chemicals
juvenile fishes are also killed. In addition, theewf the small mesh size also traps the juvenile

fishes and therefore depleting the fish stock whvdhthen take a long time to regenerate.

In relation to rituals in marine resource managemévedten and Hersoug (1992) comment that
magic and rituals influence fishers’ activities astchtegies both in their work situation and their
relation to non fishers and that “rituals and maayie integral part of fishing technologies rather
than “additions”(p.15). This means that in thehfigy industry, especially the small-scale fishing,
certain rituals are performed in order to maintastess to the fishing grounds and also to
improve catches and avoid disasters as well. The &f conflict-solving strategies such as how
to regulate access to fishing-grounds or use bfrfgsgears in artisanal fisheries is more difficult
to establish (Ibid: 14). Lindqvist and Molsa (1989R) added that little consideration has been
given to the local characteristics, and demandsndll-scale fisheries and fishers as far as the
management of the fisheries are concerned in feshstudies. In all these, there is the need to
provide appropriate measures to overcome thesegaarent problems that faces the small-scale

fisheries.

1.4. Role of the government in fishing in Ghana

Natural resource management and for that mattér resource over the years, has been the
conventional (top-down), centralised managemeng. Jdvernment of Ghana has been playing a
supporting role in both the management of the near@sources and provision of infrastructure.

The government of Ghana is to establish a linkagfevdseen commerce, social development and
sustainability, interest of the various groupshe fishing sector (MoF, 2002). The government

has been assisting in commercial fishing througtese and acquisition of certain inputs like

premix fuel, fishing nets, outboard motors, andllag sites (Ibid).



According to MoF (2002), Government’s support fomenercial interests in the fishing sector
has centred on facilitating access to inputs (pxeimel, marine gas oil, fishing nets, outboard
motors, and marine engines) and supporting infragire development, with particular attention
to safe landing sites. Social development prograsnimdishing communities has been pursued
by the government. Such programmes include mobitecs in the form of vessels to reach

remote fishing communities, and non-formal educagiopgrammes.

Efforts have been made by the government to enbresustainability of the natural fishing

resource and particularly of fish stocks througle #stablishment of MCs units, and co-
management programmes which involve collaboratigh wther government agencies, like the
Ghana Navy, District Assemblies (see chapter ang traditional leadership and enforcement

institutions.

The government uses registration fees, levy am@lpes to regulate the operations of private
commercial fisheries. The Government also inteeaxtt collaborate with a number of private
commercial and private voluntary organizations twspe its cross-cutting commercial, social
development and sustainable-ensuring programme.@deernment interact with the private
commercial fisheries sector in relation to indudtfishing and processing companies through the
individual firm and also works through fishing assdions and Community-Based Fisheries

Management Committees (CBFMCSs) for inshore andanrdl fisheries.

The Government also provide infrastructural develept support in fishing sector as a new
fishing harbour-the Albert Bosomtwe Sam Fishingbdar- was constructed at Sekondi, using a
Government of Japan loan of US$ 13 million in 19@8d). The harbour is equipped with a cold
store, an ice-making plant, offices, a berthing fmyinshore vessels, a jetty for canoes and a net

drying area.

In a similar way, the Government also helps in geahaccess to inputs and credit. According to
MoF (2002), the Government of Ghana invested USfilkon grant from the Government of

China to provide nets and ropes for sale to fisla¢rson profit through fisher associations in



1997. In addition, the Government of Ghana alscsisliged premix fuels to fishers through
fisher associations as for example nearly 51 mnillices of premix fuel were sold in 1998. It
was also noted that 300 units of outboard motodscarantities of netting materials for artisanal
fisheries were imported by the Government of GhiarZ001. The fishers were made to pay 60%
of the cost of items to rural banks and Agricultubgevelopment Bank branches in fishing
communities before delivery (MoF, 2002). In 2001QNA also released 1.08 million cedis from
its Fisheries Development Fund to purchase 60 amtbengines for sale to artisanal fishers to

enhance their fishing activities.

The Government of Ghana provide support to theefig sector through capacity building by
enhancing food safety standards. The governmenbéas paying particular attention to smoked
fish as a commodity interest after EU has raisedcems that Ghana’'s smoked fish was
processed under unhygienic conditions. To solvefdoe safety problem, a US$ 20 000 pilot
project which is sponsored by UNDP, ITC and Ghampd& Promotion Council (GEPC), is

being undertaken under the export-led poverty reolu@roject to assist smoked-fish exporting
companies to meet EU standard (lbid). This invobhesconstruction, testing and replication of a

fish processing of smoked fish under hygienic aardtary conditions.

The above contributions are made by the GovernmieGhana towards the improvement of the
fishery sector in Ghana. However, despites the almowntributions the fishery sector in Ghana

continues to face several problems.
1.5. The research problem

A resource is a “natural potential which has be®bilized for utilization by society through
technological, economic and social development’giik®Il, 1990: 209). This means that it is the
society that must appreciate the usefulness ofriécpiar resource other than that it becomes a
stock. The ability of people to create livelihoodincrease their assets will depend upon the
effective usage and control over resources as agltheir accessibility to useful resources.
Accessibility will depend upon integrating diffetdand of social institutions, wealth in material
terms and transactions through the market (Be@89)1 Accessibility to and control over natural

resources is one of the controversial issues arthmavorld. Although people use market means



which are supported by property rights by legaicenst to get control over resources (Leach et al.,
1999), there are several channels by which acceasd control over resources can be gained
beyond the market, which include networks through kermission obtained from or forming

part of the groups owing the land by marriage,diosg or by putting themselves under the care
and superiority of its leaders and many ways ofuaty such access and control outside the

formal legal system, such as customary law, s@oaVentions and norms.

How migrants maintain access to resource and rihtitutions that regulate the use and the
management of these resources (marine and landrees) is an issue which needs attention.
Overa (2005) noted that political and social imgitins at the origin and destination nodes by
migrants are important in the negotiation of ac¢edsreign coastal lands, fish catch and the use
of markets for fish in different locations by fisheen. In Overa’'s (2001) study on Fante
migratory fisheries of West Africa, she noted aklibetween accessibility to resources by

migrants outside their origin and well developestitations and modes of behaviour.

The Anlo-Ewe fishers of Abakam in the coastal at&ape Coast in Ghana are migrants from
the southeastern part of Ghana living on the lahthe Fante (Fanteland) and this means the
resources (sea and land) do not belong to theimegsare in a ‘foreign land’ (land which belongs

to different ethnic group) and so the institutiomgich regulate the use of these resources for

sustainable development become a problem whichsrtedae looked at.

Most of the studies on small-scale migrant fisherGhana tend to focus on fishing and methods
of fishing, artisanal marine fishing industry in &ta, the role of women in the artisanal fishery
sector in Ghana, the role of fishing in the develept process and problems confronting
fishermen among others, not much has been donbkeomformal institutions that the migrants
use to regulate the use and the management of dneeresources on their foreign land. It is
against this background that this research focaesdse informal institutions put in place by the
Anlo-Ewe fishers’ migrants in Abakam in the regidaton the use and the management of the

marine and land resources.



1.6. Research objectives

The main aim of this research is to study how tifferént social actors in Abakam get access to
the fishing rights and land resources and the imé&brinstitutions that regulate the use and the
management of the resources. Based on the abavspétific objectives of the research are to
obtain information on:

i. How the Anlo-Ewe migrants get access to fishiigits and land in Abakam and how they

maintain this access.

il. The institutions involved in the regulation tre use and the management of the resources.

iii. The negotiation of conflicts among fishers.
1.7. Proposition

Access to resources and maintenance of access akafb depends on the existence of both

Fantes and Anlo-Ewes informal institutions.
1.8. Relevance of the study

The study is relevant because it investigates weyBwes have managed to maintain access to
resources. They have adapted to Fante instituaodsdeveloped their own, and this has helped
them to overcome access and management problemstilitheg is hoped to contribute to the
existing knowledge on informal institutions on rese management on marine and land
resources by migrants and in general. It is algeetiahat policy makers in Ghana can adopt
some of the findings from this research which wohk&lp to contribute to the management
policies on marine resources in Ghana. This worklld@lso be useful to Non Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and other organizations whe aso interested in marine resource

management through informal institutions.
1.9. Structure of the study

This study consists of eight chapters. Chapterooies at the general introduction to the research
which includes the introduction, a review of th&edature on migration of fishers and marine
resource management, role of government in fishmgshana, problem statement and its

objectives and finally the relevance of the study.

10



The study area which includes the climate and aiget, history of the area, facilities and their

livelihoods are found in chapter two.

Theoretical framework is found in chapter three rghilie environmental entitlement approach
by Amartya Sen (1981) and later modified by Leaichl €1999) has been used and its concept of
institutions. The relevance of the theory in re&atito this research is also described in this

chapter.

Chapter four deals with the methodology used inréisearch where triangulation method is used
and it also looks at the role and status in thiel @ad concludes with the reliability and validity

of the data being collected.

Chapter five looks at the people and livelihood\makam, where demographic characteristics of
the respondents; gender division of labour, océapaif the respondents, methods of fishing in

Abakam, reasons for reduction in fish catches avad. The chapter concludes with the causes
of fluctuation of fish prices during bumper harvast the general problems facing the fishers in
Abakam.

The findings on access to resources and institsitimre found in chapter six. This chapter

describes the various differentiated social actacgess to resources, migration pattern of the
respondents, the various institutions (formal arfdrimal) that regulate the use and access to the
resources, conflicts among fishers and its nedotigprocesses. The chapter concludes with

sanctions on violation of the informal institutioinsAbakam.

Discussions of the findings in relation to the ttyeare found in chapter seven.

Finally, chapter eight considers the conclusionthefresearch where recommendations are also
made.
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CHAPTER TWO: STUDY AREA

2.1. Introduction

This section provides background information nemgsso understand the development and
significance of the problems presented in this wtud description of Abakam is presented in
order to explain the importance of how resources lsa managed at the local level using

informal institutions.
Map 1 : Regional map of Ghana
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Map 2: Map of Abakam.
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2.2. Climate

Abakam is located in a warm, humid climatic regiwhich has an annual mean temperature
between 26°C and 29°C. Variations in the principments of temperature, rainfall, and
humidity that govern the climate are influenced thg movement and interaction of the dry
tropical continental air mass, or the harmattanctwvblows from the northeast across the Sahara,
and the opposing tropical maritime or moist equat@ystem. Annual rainfall averages from 750
millimeteters to 1500 millimeters. Abakam is chaesized by generally humid conditions. This

is particularly so during the night, when 95 to J@cent humidity is possible.
2.3. Vegetation

The area is characterized by coastal savanna whiome of the four sub regions of the low
plains in terms of vegetation distribution. Thedan relatively flat and covered with grass and
scrub. Abakanin theCape Coast Municipality is located in the littoaslomalous zone of Ghana
February and March are generally the hottest mopttsbefore the main rainy season, while
between June and August are the coolest monthsclirhatic variability is generally influenced
more by rainfall than temperature, which as memrtibrThe vegetation cover consists of shrubs,
grasses and a few scattered tr&shind the community is a large area of wetlandcilgerves
as barriers to physical development. The majorrrigghe river Bakam which enters the sea at
Eture (Map 2) near Elmina.

2.4. Location

Ghana is divided into ten regions (Map 1) and thgians are usually occupied by different
ethnic groups (example Fantes, Gas, Anlo-Ewes arntmgrs). Where a particular ethnic group
originates they are considered as the landlordstlzgid area are called Fanteland, Asante land,
and Anloland etc. Abakam is one of the suburbshan €ape Coast Municipal in the Central
Region of Ghana (Map 2). The Central Region was giathe Western Region and was carved
out before the 1970 Population Census. Accordinth¢ 2000 Population Census, the Region
has a total population of 1,593,823 (GSS, 2005pgkaim is situated on the main highway road

between Cape Coast and Elmina. To the north of Almails a water looged area and river Bakam
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and to the south is the Gulf of Guinea. To the &a#te Cape Coast Municipal Assembly and to
the west is Elmina (Edina).

2.5. History

Cape Coast, which is the regional capital, was#pstal of The Gold Coast until 1877, when the
capital was moved to Accra. Abakam is inhabitedAljo-Ewe migrants along the coast (Map
2). The Ewe, which include Anlo, Be, Gen, Peki, H¢pando, Tori, and Ave occupy
southeastern Ghana and southern parts of Togo anth.BHistorically, it is believed that the
Ewe migrated into Ghana before the mid-fifteenthtegy. Among the West African people,
Anlo are one of the ethnic groups who are “geogeghmobile” (Wyllie, 1969:131). Overa
(2001) noted that the first fishing migrants totlsetowards the east, as in Benin in the 1920s
were the Anlo-Ewe. The origin of Anlo can be trdideom the northern part of Yoruba-land
(Nigeria), where they migrated from there aboue fundred years ago, and the town Notsie in
Togo (Bukh, 1979 cited in Overa, 1998). Under défe kinds of leaders they migrated
westwards in stages along the coast and inland theaRiver Volta (Odotei, 1991b). Anlo
fisheries are characterized by long term and sedsmigration (Overd, 1998). Due to the
diminishing catches on the coast of Anlo (Srogh&), fishing companies increasingly migrated
to places like Elmina, Cape Coast, Winneba and-Hsdini in Ghana and outside Ghana like
Benin, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Gabon and Comyjdkgnya, 1989). The name Abakam was
named after river Bakam (Map. 2). Togbui Gbagbad ather ten people were the first settlers in
Abakam. They were fishing along the coast of théta/&egion in a village called Srogbe but
due to the diminishing catches in Srogbe they aetid look for new fishing grounds and finally
settled in Abakam. By 1960 about 20% of its popatagt that time had been born and it was
considered as one of the “earliest Anlo fishindlsetents” to be settled outside Anloland in the
area (Wyllie, 1969:132). The area was a forestnathey arrived and so were planting coconut
trees during their time off. However, the dry cogtsnwere kept in rectangular cement blocks

which were used as a source of oil for frying shés.

However, in April, 1964, an unexpected incidencepdemed in Abakam where the whole
community was burnt under the authority of Cape s€ddunicipal Council. The number of
inhabitants of Abakam was about 1000 at the timiésalestruction (Wyllie, 1969). The Anlo-net
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owners sometimes employed the native Fantes asctiee¥ members and after sometime fishing
company owned by the Fantes were on the Abakamhba@erating. However, there seems to
have been an uneasy relation between the Fantethamhlo as the Fantes perceived the Anlo

as thieves, kidnappers, ritual murderers amongsthe

Despite all these, there was only one esseniidll@m between the two ethnic groups before the
destruction. This happened in the 1940s when aeFanman, Mrs. Hagan, formed a fishing
company which started operation on the Abakam beacter the care of her son, J.E. Hagan,
without informing the Abakam headman (Wyllie, 196Bgfore fishing company starts fishing
on the Abakam beach, a bottle of local dralpeteshi@mong others anesually presented to the
Abakam headman, Togbui, as a sign of establishoayl gelations because having involved in
the fishing for some 20 years in that area centaspects are accorded to the Abakam headman.
As a result of this, Hagan’s action was consida®dn intentional and hostile act. This created a
poor relationship between Hagan’s company and thie Af Abakam until Hagan’s company
stopped operating as a result of poor managementli€WW1969). After becoming a Central
Regional Commissioner after joining a political tyarJ.E. Hagan requested the Ministry of
Social Welfare to resettle the people of AbakarBattama near ElImina as new structures were
to be put in place at Bantama for them. Unhygiendition of the area was the main reason
cited. Even though only six houses had been coexpliet Bantama at the time of destruction of
Abakam, the residents were served with notices lwkimntains a section of the bylaws of the
Cape Coast Municipality which spelt out clearlyttbafore buildings could be erected people
should seek the approval from the Municipal couaaidl this bylaw had been neglected by the
residents of Abakam (Wyllie, 1969).

The residents attributed this action to the cobapkthe Hagan’s fishing company, while others
attributed it to the fear and prejudices of histBdacal fishers that the eviction of the Anlo from
Abakam would make the local Fante fishers fish gltime coast without competition. It was
noted by Wyllie (1969) the poor physical appearaoté¢he village and its situation along the
main highway was the major reason for the evictiad that visitors who travel along the way
often see Abakam and it was not speaking well cdr@h This explanation was linked to the visit

of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il to Ghana in 1261 it was believed that when she was
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traveling along the coast she took a picture ofkana which did not speak well of Ghana. This
led to the burning of the whole of Abakam in 1964afe 1 and 2 as remains of some burnt

houses).

Plate 1:Remains of burnt house in 1964
Plate 2: Other mt houses in 1964

According to the Anlo-Ewes, the Cape Coast Municqmauncil told them they were going to put
up new houses at the place so they should evathiatplace. However, after evacuating the
place for some years nothing was done at the @ladeherefore decided to come back to settle
the place again. Since they came back nothingaifd¢brt had happened again and they are now

comfortable living there. The total population &2@00 is approximately 700.

The idea here is that J.E. Hagan did not follow itheitutional procedure before fishing in
Abakam and this created a huge problem .This tberaheans that the existence of informal
institutions are very powerful in terms of who getess to what kind of resources in Abakam. It
can therefore be argued out that there is a slinkdpetween getting access to marine resources

as well as maintaining this access in Abakam aadrtormal institutions that govern it
2.6. Religion

Religion is an essential personal characteristiat aggulates peoples’ attitude, statuses and
behaviour. Some of the inhabitants of Abakam arkytipeists in their religious beliefs and
attitudes. They believe staunchly in the existeoica supreme God. They have numerous gods

they worship who can be described as functionakgdthe gods derive their power from this
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supreme God. Next to these gods, in order of inapog are the departed ancestors. They are
considered to be present in spirit at all timepesuising the activities of the living. All fortuse
and misfortunes of fishing are attributed to th@imere are several denominations including E.P.
Church, Pentecostals and other orthodox churchédakam indicating the religious nature of

the inhabitants.
2.7. Educational facilities

The Abakam community has one basic school which estsblished by the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church (Ghana) and it is 20 years bldhas been taken over by the Ghana
Government (Ghana Education Service). The schablitsafoundation through the effort of the
Togbui Gbagba livho is a Christian and the congregation whiledbencil of elders was against
its establishment. This was due to the reasonth@atouncil of elders were non Christians and
they had a belief that the church would introdubeirt children into Christianity and their
doctrines would conflict with that of their religioand this may influence their children.
However, upon persuasions by the Togbui and theoRam the church, the school was put up
(Plate 3). Apart from this the community also ha® @rivate school (kindergarten) owned by

one of the fishers (Plate 4).

Plate 3 : Basic school (Public)

Plate 4 : Private school (kindergarten)
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2.8. Water facilities

The community has five boreholes but only two wiarectioning as at the time of fieldwork. Due

to irregularity of the flow of the water, severaintainers (Plate 5 and 6) are used as storage
facilities for water. The irregularity of the watereates problem for inhabitants especially school
children as they have to wake up early in the nmymo queue for water. This sometimes makes

the children late for school even though the sci®oloser to them.

Plate 5 : Water pump 1

Plate 6: Water pump 2
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2.9. Nature of buildings

There are two main forms of building in Abakam. Mos their buildings are constructed with

bricks and mud, roofed with raffia mat and longsges (Plate 7).

Plate 7: Bricks building
Plate 8: Raffia and brick building

Others are constructed with raffia mats and roat@t long grasses (Plate 8). The inhabitants
live together with their relatives and families compound houses in order to maintain
togetherness. It is not uncommon to find thinge Ilkud ovens, nets, baskets, ropes as well as
straying animals like dogs, goats, sheep and fo@#sbage and trash are dumped closed to area
and this makes the general surroundings becomeroveted and dirty environment (Plate 9).
Children are sometimes left alone to be playinguado (Plate 10) even though they are
sometimes looked after by grandmothers and siblinbde parents are either at the beach

waiting for landing fish or processing their fish.
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Plate 9: Surrounding environment

Plate 1 Children playing

2.10. Other facilities

There are two corn Mill machines operating in doenmunity. The community has electricity
but no street lights thereby making the communégdme dark and creates poor visibility in the
night. The community has drinking sports where fiebers sit and take some drinks after the
hard day’s work from the beach. Also there is gae processing centre along the road where
the women process gari to be sold along the ro&ereTis one 31 December Women'’s
Association building which was constructed under ¢hna of the National Democratic Congress
(NDC) Party in the 1990s. The association is ndivacand therefore the building has been
converted into a community centre where the inlaaltét converge to discussion issues with the
chief or the Assemblyman of the electoral area. elmr, the community lacks public toilet
facilities and so inhabitants defecate in the ngdmiish and at times at the beach. There is no

clinic and so inhabitants have to go to Cape Cimaattend clinic and hospital.
2.11. Livelihoods

According to the 2000 Census, Central Region adsoiom between 40-45 per cent of Ghana’s
total fish landings (GSS, 2005). The major occugraimong the inhabitants was fishing. Among

some of the species which are caught include cadssty, soul, shrimps, and herrings, lobsters
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among others. It is common that men do the phy$églaihg operation at sea, while women stay
at home and care for children, process the fishthed “transform the fish into marketable and
edible commodity” (Overa, 1998). In addition to tfigshing, most of the inhabitants also do
farming. Most of the farmers grow cereals and weiforms of tubers. The major cereal crop
which is normally cultivated is maize. The maizeissially cultivated for subsistence and is used
for preparation of local dishes such lzenku, akpleamong others for household consumption.
Cassava and cocoyam are the major tuber cropsvatgdi. The cassava is used for the
preparation of cassava dough which is mixed withabugh dough for thieanku According to
the respondents, some of the cassava is alsos@ldrhen who use it fogari preparation. The

gari is usually sold along the road to drivers padsengers plying on the road.

Apart from the cereal and the tubers, other crapsh sas palm fruits and coconut are also
produced in the community. Palm fruits which arevbated from the palm trees are used for the
preparation of palm oil and palm kernel oil. Thénp&ernel oil is also used to fry the fish while
the palm oil is for local consumption and littlegsld. This means that the palm trees are not
cultivated for commercial purpose even though somght be left for sale. Until recently, the
main idea for the plantation of the coconuts waspfeparation of coconut oil for the frying of
the fish. However, the demand for fresh coconutdruas increased and so some of the fruits are
harvested fresh and sold to people. This is dubddocation of Abakam near urban areas and
University of Cape Coast (UCC). This implies thatames are generated from the selling of the
coconut fruits and this contributes to the farméix&lihood activities. In addition to these three
major crops, other vegetables such as tomatoebagabokro, onion, egg plants (garden eggs)
are also cultivated on the small basis on the |&hdse are basically for household consumption.
The above described livelihoods indicate the intaaité combine both fishing and farming. It is
also likely that more people would also resort ifgoming when they are able to get access to

land in order to diversify their livelihood strateg.
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CHAPTER THREE: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

3.1. Introduction

Every research has a theoretical position whichsrepon a basic philosophical position -
ontology. Ontology is the theory of existence, dgsophy of what really exists as against what
does not. It can also mean the basic world vieph&ihomena, and poses the basic question ‘how
is the topic constituted?’ (Holt-Jensen, 2004).

To be able to know the existence of a problem tesulthe question of epistemology (the theory
of knowledge). Problem formulations, theory evahmt the choice of appropriate research
techniqgues and results interpretation are guidedepistemology (ibid). Natural resource

management has been one of the topical issuexamtréimes. Different theories and models
have been proposed by different authorities in idgaith how natural resources can be
managed sustainably at local level. In an atteroptdmprehend the resource management
situation within Abakam this study gets its themddt insights from the environmental

entitlement approach.
3.2. The theory of entitlement

Sen (1981) developed the concept of entitlemenpsoagh to explain the cause of famine and
how it is that people can starve in the midst einp} of food as a consequence of a fail in their
ways of control over food (Sen, 1981 cited in Leatlal, 1999:232). By this Sen means people
go hungry while there is food because of theirufailto control food. He used the concept of
entitlements to denote “the set of alternative cadity fortunes that a person can command in a
society using the totality of rights and opportigstthat he or she faces” (Sen, 1984 in Leach et
al, 1999:232). The main concern of Sen was to labkhe way entitlements are gained by
different people from their endowments in orderingprove their well-being (Leach et al
1999:232). Sen differentiated between the avaitgbof food and the relationships between a
person and the food available. According him, fa®abtained by a person who is legally or
socially entitled. He can exchange his own entileta for other entitlements. Starvation is

therefore seen as the consequence of a persoajgability to establish entitlement to sufficient
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food. His major argument was against the populanght that famines are caused as a result of
decline food availability and therefore proposeat tihe cause of famine is due to what he called

entitlement failure.

3.3. Critiques of the entitlement approach

The theory of entittement has been criticized omesd grounds as the concept has some
conceptual problems especially in applying the apph in certain areas. Firstly it has been noted
that Sen was mainly concerned with command oveuress through market channels which is
supported by formal legal property rights but dmt necognized that there are many ways of
gaining access to and control over resources ssi&gmaetworks, and other ways of legitimating
access and control like customary law, social cotiwas and norms (Leach et al. 1999:233). It
has also been argued that Sen focused exclusivelgntittement mapping, which is how
endowments are transformed into entitlement but ribtl pay more attention to endowment

mapping, and the way people gain endowment (lbid).

It has also been argued out that the history wiifa indicates that decline of food output was
the cause of famines and so projecting entitlemamntthe main cause of famines was
inappropriate. Above all, Sen’s idea of ‘entitlertiewas particularly on the owing of

commodities and did not take into consideration pinebabilities of other means of having

resources like control and access.

3.4. The theory of environmental entitlement

Leach et al. (1999) were inspired by the Sen’s thed entitlement and latter presented the
concept of environmental entitlements, which fosuge implications of intra-community
dynamics and ecological heterogeneity (ibid: 22Zbhe approach builds on a conceptual
framework pinpointing the central role of instituis (regularized patterns of behaviour between
individuals and groups in a society): endowmestgi@l actors’ rights to resources, for example
labour, land, skills): and capability (what peopé® do or be with their entitlements) in accessing
resources. In this way the environmental entitleimfeamework looks at the relation between
different levels of goods such as fishing grourddad and principles of differentiation (which

include age, gender, ethnicity, religion etc). Bpproach gives more insights to explain how the
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effects of environmental change and access to anttat over natural resources are socially
separated (ibid: 232). The main question in retat@mpeople-environment relationships concerns
accessibility to and control over resources as agllavailability to resources in general. The
main question in the environmental entittiement apph, which is relevant for this study is:
How do different social actors gain access to ikhkifg rights and land resources and what
are the institutions governing the management eé¢hresources?

It turns the attention towards elaborating and wstdeding communities and environment as
heterogeneous and variable. Leach et al (1999 efvironmental entitlement as:
‘alternative sets of benefits derived from enmimental goods and services over which

people have legitimate effective command and whrehinstrumental in achieving well
being’ (ibid: 233).

_ Environmental
Goods & Servicas
MaEsno:
Ers mEsk
Institutions micro
Endowments
magro,
| Institutions Es?mm‘n
- Entittements
M es0
| Institutions Tmicro
Capabiiities

Differentiated
Social Actors -

Figure 1. Environmental Entitlement Framework. Source: Leach, Mearns and Scoones (1999:234

The figure above (fig.1) joins the elements ofiemvmental entitlements framework together in
a form of a diagram. It also shows how institutiom®rfere with entitlements, endowments and
capabilities concerning environmental resourcescheet al. (1999) concept of environmental
entitlement framework concentrates on how endowséstcial actors’ rights to resources) are
acquired by people from environmental goods andices and how these are transferred into

entitlements (fig.1). It also focuses on the analgsd the role of different levels of institution
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(micro, meso macro) on how they interfere during phocess of endowment and entitlement and
capability building of differential social actor$he actions and practices of people which are
performed within a certain context of institutiomeay serve to either conserve or reproduce
existing features or processes of the ecology beteénvironment may also be transformed

through who may act as agents (Leach et al, 199%:23

3.5. Institutions

The institutional approach to resource managemasnbben developed mainly in response to the
use of the concept of community in a simplified wiaymany studies of use and access to
common resources. Institutions have been used afided by several authorities in diverse
ways. Institutions are regarded by Parsons asragsté norms that “regulate the relations of
individuals to each other” and that define “whag tklations of individuals ought to be” (Parsons
1990 in Hersoug et al, 2004:207). Agrawal and €1809) defined institutions as "sets of rules
describing and prescribing human actions"(ibid: )63&is means that institutions sets limits
people’ actions. Similarly, Agrawal (2001) statbattinstitutions are "sets of enforceable rules
that facilitate and constrain human action.” Insiiins are identified with a social purpose and
performance making rules governing cooperative lub&haviors. Leach et al (1999:225) define
institutions as the regularized patterns of behavietween individuals and groups in society, in
mediating on the relationships between environmamd society. In this sense institution
becomes a mechanism which is available to medsatiéen, structure and facilitate particular
outcomes and actions. Formal and informal rules mgilations are continuously made and

remade in course of people’s practice over time.

The environmental entitlement approach sees itistitsi as regularized patterns of behaviour that
emerge from underlying structures or sets of rutegse that are frequently made and remade
through the practices of peoples (Leach et al, ZB¥9. This approach focuses on both formal
and informal institution and as a result institn8aan be differentiated from organizations (ibid).
“If institutions are thought of as the rules of thame in society, then organizations may be
thought of as the players” (North, 1990 in Leachalet1999:237). These formal and informal

rules that exist shape the way in which membes admmunity treat the environment and how

they use the natural resources (Leach et al, 1280). It is also noted that there are many
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different institutions within a community which cbme to form the way that the environment is

dealt with by community members (ibid).

Institutions are seen as “mediators of people amdr@nmental relations” and this makes
“different people rely on them to make claims orissnmental goods and services” (Leach et al,
1999). Agrawal et al (1999) add that institutionsynoften be seen as “provisional agreements on
how to accomplish tasks” and these tasks may ieclebources distribution, management,
disputes arising in relation to resource uses. s Thakes Cleaver (2001) to argue that the
management and resource-use practices at the lecal are perhaps to be a complex
combination of formal and informal, modern and itiadal practices (ibid:29). To be able to
determine and ensure equal accessibility of a resow people, certain rules are set to govern
the distribution primarily to ensure that peopleondre marginalized in a particular community
are also benefited. For these rules to be sustaimaltommunities, institutions usually address
issues of conflict and power among the local pedpkmselves concerning exploitation of
resources and use and also among various comnsumttae same way. In this way institutions
are more or less positioned to handle both inteandl external threats in terms of accessing and
competing for resources. Apart from these instingi also settle disputes among resource users
as well as delimiting the access to resources.hLetal. (1999) study in Ghana support this fact
where the study describes the role of local lenstitution on the collection of leaves which has a

significant value in household level economics.

Agrawal et al. (1999) emphasized that power tousse management at the local level needs the
exercise of authority and control by local acterghiree domains :(1) making rules on resource
management, conservation and use (who has tha tighise ,conserve and access resources); (2)
accomplishing the created rules( the rights to se@r the use of the resources and to state
explicitly the sanctions against those who brea&krthes ; (3) settlements of disputes which will
arise in the application of the rules (the rigltgtiarantee that sanctions are obeyed) (ibid:638).
They claim that institutions arednceptualized rules describing and prescribing doraction$

in these three domains (Agrawal et al. 1999:638his could mean that the institutional
arrangements are very important to understand disam-making is to be included when
working with a particular group (Agrawal et al. P9639). Paudel (2006) adds that both

governmental and local institutions regulate the aad access to resources. For example, in
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Nyishang in Nepal, the major decisions on resousgeare taken with consultation witamaby
village council ormitheba(ibid: 53). Similarly, Koranteng et al. (1999) fexample noted that
certain institutions such as taboos and culturatgires help in the maintenance and conservation
of fisheries in lagoons in Ghana. This was condidnibyHens (2006) who noted that certain
bans are put on certain days in terms of fishintheaFesu lagoon in Ghana and that refusal to
abide by the fishing bans for example is punishegdhle chief of the village by killing a sheep

and two bottles of schnapps.

Local institutions regulating access to resouaresusually nested in traditional culture and this
traditional culture lays down the basic ethics aodes of conduct. The traditional culture is

sometimes used to guide, instruct, and govern amigtermine who has access to environmental
resources. Berry (1989) notes that in certain plAfrica, to gain access to resources (land etc)
people had to obtain permission from or actually jbe land holding group through institutions

like marriage, fostering, purchase among otheiid:(#2). This serves as a barrier to prevent the
outsiders from acquiring such environmental reseamd by so doing restricting peoples’ access

to resources and conserving the resources simoltahe
3.6. Relevance of the environmental entitlement appach to the study

The central elements of environmental entitlemepgr@ach which are relevant to this study
include endowments, entitlements, capabilitiestitutsons and differentiated social actors and

these are discussed below.

Endowments here mean the Anlo-Ewes rights to maand land resources in Abakam.
Entitlements refer to utility the Anlo-Ewes gaimfin their rights to marine and land resources in
Abakam. Capabilities which refers to the commandra@ntitlements, which is what the Anlo-
Ewes can do with it. Rights to a resource (endows)are meaningless if one does not have the
ability to utilize it (entitlements). Similarly, efulness of a resource (capabilities) is unceiifain

right (endowments) are not attached.

In relating fig.1 to the study, marine/sea andilare considered as environmental goods/ natural
resources. The right to fish and the use the landadricultural purposes by the Anlo-Ewe in

Abakam is described as an endowment. The utililyeghfrom the sea and the land is considered
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as the use of the resources (entitlement) andgétimess of the resource to improve one’s well-
being indicate the capabilities. Each of the congmb® in the framework is related to some level
of institution which governs it. However, the Ariiwve people in Abakam are migrants who
have migrated from their region into a differengiom and therefore having rights (endowment)
and maintaining their access to these coastal/emamimd land resources is another issue. It
therefore becomes necessary to find out how the-Emle migrants in Abakam got access/right
(endowments) to the resources (right to fishingugh and farm) as well as how they are

maintaining these rights (see chapter six).

Another key element in the environmental entitletapproach which is also relevant to this
research is on the institutions. The institutioaspect employed in this theory helps to map the
resource use in a dynamic way. The approach showsakcess to and control over resources is
mediated by a set of interacting and overlappirggititions, both formal and informal (fig.1).
The environmental entitlement analysis focuses lmn roles of institutions (fig.1). Different
social actors in the community acquire differemfitienate effective command over resources and
capabilities. The people of Abakam are also gowtared regulated by certain institutions on the
use of the resources and also how the institutioediate when conflict arises among the fishers.
At the local level, the Fantes as well as the ABWees also have some institutions regarding the
use of the resources. This also makes it relevarfintl out the institutions involved in the
regulation/negotiation of access to and use ofékeurces today in Abakam (see chapter six on

informal institutions).

The environmental entitlement approach is alsoulgefthis study of how different social actors
operate and regulated by the institutions. Accessesources depends on the different social
actors’ ability to utilize his or her capabilitiés some groups maybe wound be contrained in
terms of getting access. This was noted by Ben@®3(280) that individual or groups are
constrained on command over resources through Iso@Eeginalization, economic exclusion,
class exploitation, and political disempowermeistitutions assist to reform the interactions
that take place around resources as well as desigrssome of the power relations that determine
the actions among those who take part in the aneatf institutions community (Agrawal et al.

1999:637). There is an existence of local institi which regulates human activity and
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interaction, and focus on cooperation and mininggatterns of conflict (Cleaver 1999:33-34).
Natural resources and for that matter sea/marielam resources are managed through such
institutions, and there exist certain patterns @ivgr attached to them. In this sense there is a
potentiality of addressing questions about howeddht social actors gain access to fishing rights
and land resources, how the institutions are eatbend the kind of sanctions on violation of the
institutions. Both the Anlo-Ewes and the local Egrnihave informal institutions (see chapter six)
which are backed by sanctions once the rules amchdhms are broken and this makes it very

important to find out how these institutions arégeenforced and the sanctions applied.

It is from the above discussions that make therenwiental entittement approach in addition to

institutional concept a useful approach to thigaesh.
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CHAPTER FOUR: METHODOLOGY

4.1. Introduction

The main method used in this study is qualitativethod. Qualitative research has been
recognized as primarily descriptive (Silverman &00and “general, theoretical (context-
independent) knowledge” is more important than cakely research based on “concrete,
practical (context-independent) knowledge” (Flyhje2004: 421). In addition, recognizing that
all methods have limitations and the biases ohgleimethod could neutralize the biases of the
other method (Creswell, 2008); quantitative methwad also used to solicit for more information
from the respondents. This method of using botHitatizse and quantitative approaches can be
described as mixed method. Concurrent mixed metbesl used and this enabled me to merge
the quantitative and qualitative data in order tovle a comprehensive analysis of the research

problem.

This chapter looks at the various methods usebignrésearch in gathering the information, how

the data is analyzed and presented as well aglibbility and validity of the data collected.

4.2. Doing fieldwork

The fieldwork took place in Abakam fishing commuynia suburb of Cape Coast Municipality in
the Central region of Ghana (see map 2). Befonestl éntered into Abakam and interacted with
Anlo-Ewes in the community, | had often heard mamgths and stories about the Anlo- Ewe
people such as: The Anlo people generally gain pdmwen the assistance of evil spirit mostly
for divining. They are spiritual murderers and théypeople usinguju. They are also seen as

kidnappers. They are also considered as thieves.

So | had some fear in my mind as to whether | cindchble to conduct a successful interview
without any difficulty. The actual field work togilace from June to August 2009. This period
helped me to participate and study the behaviodh@finhabitants and how they go about their

daily activities. This also assisted me to acqtlie necessary information needed to make this
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research a reality. It also enabled me to orgagirep discussions and also to get case studies
for this work.

Since the inhabitants in Abakam were Ewe- speakiegple and therefore language was a
barrier | made an arrangement and got an intempcatled Mensah Doe who is a forest guard at
Assin Foso to help me especially during the groigou$sions and case studies to enable me
solicit the necessary information from them. As (Mensah Doe and 1) arrived at Abakam, we
met a man, Nicholas Kponorvi, on the road and lek tos to Togbui Gbagba ll(chief).
Incidentally, he happens to be the small brothéhef ogbui I first of all presented one bottle of
schnapp; two bottles of local palm brandy cabdégeteshieand one bottle of another local drink

calledpusher(Plate 11 and 12p Togbuibefore telling him our mission.

Plate 11: Presentation of drinks to Togbui

Plate 12: At Togbui’s house

| then introduced myself as a Ghanaian studenysigdn Norway who is interested in studying
fishing in the community. The nature of the workswexplained to him. However because this
year was an election year he was having some danbkss mind so he ordered Nicholas
Kponorvi to go through the questionnaires with migicl | obliged. After going through the
guestionnaires with Nicholas he was convinced ithaas for only academic purpose so he gave

me the green light to carry on with my research.
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4.3. The choice of an interpreter

In the course of the fieldwork | encountered twoangroblems with my interpreter, Mensah
Doe. Firstly, his level of education was low andcbeld not speak English fluently. Secondly, he
could not really understand and speak my localaggTwi very well. These also created a
communication gap between us. So upon second thdugitided to look for a new interpreter.
Fortunately for me | met Daniel Kponorvi, who waéirat year student at University of Ghana
and had come on summer holidays. He is studyingy@Ggby and Resource Development which
was the same course | studied at the bachelor. [Eleshlso happened to be the son of the Chief,
Togbui Gbagba Il and he was the only universitglshi in the community.

Having Daniel (chief's son) as an interpreter miglvblve methodological problems in the sense
that the respondents might have hidden certairl wifarmation with the fear that he would
inform the chief about the kind of information giveut. Secondly, Daniel could have also
hidden certain information concerning the chief &iglelders of council from me. In addition,
some of the respondents were not willing to anstiverquestions as they kept on saying that
Daniel would have more information than them altbetfishing activity since he is the son of
the chief/chief fisher. Being aware of these proidehe questions were explained to Daniel and
more importantly the questions were not sensitiveterms of chieftaincy and other issues
concerning the chief but were straight forward awhthe marine resources are accessed,

maintained and managed through informal institigtion

Daniel was chosen because he had command ovEntiissh language, has some experience in
research and also he is familiar with the fishérsaddition he also had knowledge about their
tradition and culture. He then became my interprigtethe rest of the fieldwork (Plate 13). He
took me around the community and along the beadlgame me the necessary information that |
was looking for in my work. With him we were able lbcate the fishers so that they could
respond to the questionnaires. Also he transldtedjtiestions into their local Anlo language for
informants and then gave me their answers in Bmdgisguage. Those who were able to speak
the Fante language | spoke to directly.
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Plate 13: Daniel and | interviewing fishmongeriaakye seller
4.4. Role and status during fieldwork

Statusrefers to the position of the individuals in theciety, associated with rights and duties
while therole also represents the dynamic aspects of statushwvidiihe actual behaviour that a
person plays out of his status (Linton, 1936). Adatg to Aase, a person’s role expectations are
usually expected to relate to the status and thiiheiperson’s role does not correlate with his or

her status, a new status and position would bgredito him or her in a society (Ibid: 2005).

The status obtained by the researcher when doétdfork can also affect the reliability and the
validity of the data collected. The informants nilage certain information about the community
if the researcher is considered as guest or mayeaaggerate their needs and problems if the
researcher is seen as a different person (Ibidjoing the interview the status of the interviewer
can also affect the communication of the interviesvas well as the interpretation of the
guestions. When this happens then the informams@ametimes become more concerned with
whom the interviewer is, than the nature of thejgmio(Silverman, 2006). The roles and the
statuses of the interviewer, the interviewees dedinterpreter, as well as the context and the

expressions in the course of the interview alseelavimpact on the outcome (lbid).
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In the course of the fieldwork | tried to let thddrmants understand my status as a student who
is interested in researching into accessing, maingand management of natural resources and
especially fisheries. Although | presented mysathwhis status, the people in the community
perceived me differently and ascribed me with &ed#nt status. Firstly, they perceive me as a
tourist who was interested in observing thingsha tommunity as they saw me taking some
pictures at the beach. However, my continued stdiié community made them perceived me in
a different way and therefore ascribed new stadusé¢. This was because since this year is an
election year they might have perceived me aswo$government’ who wanted information to
feed the political parties. In order to surmourgsth challenges Daniel and | tried to inform them
about the aim of the research. At a certain painime they thought Daniel had taken a bribe
from me and was trying to defend whatever | wasigan the community. | made it clear that the
data was only for academic purposes and not forbysthe government as | showed the front

page of the questionnaire depicting the logo ofuheversity of Bergen.

Moreover, at a point in time they were also claintieat they were ‘fed up’ with students as they
realized that | was not the only person who hadltkere as a student wanting to do research on
fishing as some students from the nearby universaye been visiting the community with the
same mission. However, the statuses of my resemmsistant as the only University of Ghana
student in the community and also being the sohefchief and having been walking with me
everyday, made them understand the purpose ofedearch and through that | was able to

achieve my status as a student.
4.5. The sample

The target population included the inhabitants dfakam. Since interviews could not be
conducted on the entire population, a sample wasmfrom the population. The act of sampling
is relevant in survey research as who answers sareey can have important effects on the
outcomes (McLafferty, 2003: 95). The sample inctlitiee population of Abakam who were into
fishing and farming. In all, a sample size of fosiy (46) were selected and interviewed and out
of these 39 were men while 7 were women (see chéipé&. There was a gender imbalance in
the sample as it was skewed in favour men. Thisheaause the questions were geared towards

accessibility, and institutions on management @f fish resources and the women were not
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directly into fishing and farming (that is goingttte sea or owning land) but rather were into the
processing and marketing of the fishes. The pojamaif Abakam is homogeneous in terms of
ethnicity and occupation. As a result the respotslemere selected using simple random
sampling technique which ensured that an individesipondent has equal chance of being
selected and that the main idea was not to compdngdual households. In addition, purposive
sampling was also used. By making use of purpasawepling implies that the researcher selects
his informants and sites for study because meaminghe research problem and main
phenomenon in the study can be provided by thenes{@zll, 2007:125). Using purposive
sampling also permits us to select a case becawsmonstrates some feature or process in
which we are interested (Silverman, 2008:129). &sige sampling method was employed in
order to include key informants like the chief/dhiesher and some of the elders in the
community so that | could seek their views on thgid study as well as other historical account
of the area. Purposive sampling was also usedhaikey informants because they were more

likely to know about the institutions and the sats given to fishers who break the institutions.
4.6.0. Methods of data collection

In order to be able to comprehend the way the fsshiee at Abakam, qualitative method was
employed and this method can be considered asfahe approaches suitable for answering the
research objectives put forward. According to C@¢2R05), qualitative method can involve a
process of three stages: In the first place, geessc to the specific community of study.
Secondly, work and/ or live there to learn and usi@ded their way of living. Finally, go back to
the university and through writing make a “recounstion and understanding of the community’s
culture” (ibid).

Qualitative method helps to gain insights andnidarstand the local practices and the activities
in Abakam as well as the meanings attached to ithails’ behaviour in the study area. The aim
of qualitative method is to come closer to peopld what the community practices (Flybjerg,
2004). Qualitative method is proper as “the ainoidraw large conclusions from small, but very
densely textured fact” (Geertz 1973: 4). Again, Igative method also brings detailed
information about the activities in the area. Idiidn, qualitative method helps to depict the

nature of the social world through an understandihgow people go about the things they do
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and provide meanings to their lives (Eyles and Bni998: 2). This implies that qualitative
method search for justification to events. The maethods which were used in the research
included participant observation, group discussiomase studies and interviews and

guestionnaires.

4.6.1. Participant observation

Participant observation is where the researchables to observe events and interview informants
about things and events. Participant observationhiere one spends time being, live or work
with people or communities he is studying so asamprehend them. (Laurier, 2003:133). “The
participant observer gathers data by participaitintipe daily life of the group or organization he
studies. He watches the people he is studyingdavbat situations they ordinarily meet and how
they behave in them. He enters into conversatidh some or all of the participants in these
situations and discovers their interpretationshef ¢vents he has discovered” (Eyles and Smith,
1998:8).

The main aim was to understand the fishing occapathe institutions governing the fisheries
and land resources and how the informants go abd®articipant observation necessitates first
hand participation in the community under study (8hall and Rossman, 1995:78). This means
that observation entails the organised making @ésiand recording of events, behaviour and
things in the community (Ibid). In the course ofirdp the fieldwork | observed several
fascinating events, just by moving around on thereshio observe how the people were going
about their daily activities like the way they plelthe canoe, cast the net and also the way they
pull the net by singing and cracking interestinkgi®. Interesting events were also observed in the
Abakam in general. In an attempt to know more abloeit daily life activities, | could speak to
many fishers especially the youth, women and otfemple | met on the shore and in the
community. In the community | observed that dutting off season the women were just sleeping
in the sand and when | approached them they saiddid not have anything to do. The women
did also not go to farm with their husbands becadheg had to cross river Bakam by a canoe (if
they had one) or by swimming and they saw that @sn@erous activity, so they only farm when
the river subsides in volume. It was also notideat the young men went to sea with the canoe
while the old men would be waiting at the beach.other words, the fishing occupation in

Abakam was dominated mostly by young men (see ehdp®). | also observed that anytime
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they wanted to be friendly with me they would sp#ak Fante dialect, but when they wanted to
hide something from me then they would speak the Evalect. So | would sometimes ask
Daniel what they were saying and he would tell nfatwvas going on. In certain circumstances
he would tell me it was not necessary so | shooitddt about it but | kept on asking him and he

would tell me. | also observed the way the womertessed a local food callgdri.

Although | tried my best, | found it very difficuld be integrated generally in the community as a
participant due to the language barrier, thougfeanoccasions they would speak Fante with me.
In an attempt to participate in their daily aciied, | suggested fishing with the crew in the canoe
but since | could not swim they advised me agdimetand because of that | could not participate
in the casting of the net. However, | took parthe process of pulling the beach seine to the
beach (14 and 15). Putting him/herself in the dataation assists one to hear, see, and begin to
understand and feel reality as the local dwellerglbid). Since it was my first time of pulling
net, | was incompetent and could see myself desgtrds an ‘outsider’ (Laurier, 2003:135).
Because of this the fishers were only expectingaort®e observing and learn how to pull the net.
In the process of pulling the net we would be siggand cracking jokes simultaneously. These
songs and jokes gave us extra vigour to pull the without feeling tired. Again sometimes |
tried to mend the nets with them and was also relin drying the nets as well. Although a
participant observer does not need to becenxeellentin the whole activity before becoming
successful (Ibid: 137), | wable to acquire some common knowledge about howeheh seine

is being pulled to the shore and how the canodsis dragged to the beach by the fishers.
However, | tried on several occasions to visititfi@aims but to no avail because it was a rainy

season and river Bakam was full and since | coatdswim | was not allowed cross the river.
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Plate 14: Pulling of beach seine ashore

Plate 15 : Fish caught

Nevertheless, the participant observation in tmmfof qualitative approach assisted me in taking
part in their daily activities like the fishing. iBhalso helped me to actually comprehend some of
the institutions regarding the use of the fishingupds (see chapter six). Through this |
understood the nature and the kind of work theyewasrgaging in. During this period how the
fish caught are shared and how some of the dismuesge were also identified and noted (see
chapter seven). Through this method | was ableeto'rgore direct access’ (Ibid: 145) to the

phenomenon | was studying.

4.6.2. Group discussions

The group discussions usually involve a small groupeople including the researcher who meet
in an informal setting to discuss issues designethb researcher (Longhurst, 2003:117). The
key element here is the interaction between theareber and the informants or interviewee.
Choosing participants to involve in group discussias essentially imperative (lbid: 123).

Different group discussions were held with inforsarGroup discussions were held with the
young men under a tree (Plate 16) where they yswahverge to rest and discuss issues
concerning their lives, and fishmongers (Plate Widder a coconut tree, as where group
discussions is held can make a difference (Ibid.1Zhere was therefore the need to look for

neutral area to enhance effective discussions. Wwhs done using ‘cold calling’ (Ibid), that is,
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we called participants and asked them if they wdaddwilling to be interviewed. They were
assured of confidentiality and anonymity. The déstons were organised on Tuesday afternoon.
This was the time when they were resting and mentheir nets. In the group discussions,
information like the history and the developmenthadf village, why they settled in Abakam, how
they understand the institutions governing the afséhe marine and the land resources were

acquired.

The criteria for recruitment also took demograpfaicge (Macnaghten and Myers, 2004:69) into
consideration as some of the participants were mfaable in releasing information due to the
presence of their parents. The ages of the youtgedh from twenty one to twenty eight years
whilst those of the fishmongers were above fortgrgeln addition, sexual differences were also
taken into consideration in the organization of #meup discussions and this enabled the

informants to be comfortable in answering the nemgsquestions which were put before them.

Daniel served as interpreter to enable me acghaganformation from them. Daniel’'s presence
influenced the information gathered in two main walirstly, he knew all the youth who were
recruited as some of them were his Junior High Scheates. They have lived in the same
community since infancy and they also shared comthorgs together as they meet under the
tree to discuss football, politics among othersn8mf them were also in the same church with
him and they were within the same age group. Tladerthe youth to express themselves freely
and they were responding to the questions as magiossible. The fishmongers knew Daniel to
be the son of the chief, but they saw him as aeeed member in the community due to his
educational status. As Daniel explained the natfitbe work to the fishmongers they considered
him as one of their sons who is also learning. H@akeat certain points in time they would
comment like you should have known this since your mother is alishmonger and you also
take part in this fishing activity’ Nevertheless, the women answered all the quesstidhich

were put before them which indicated that his preseyielded a high rate of responses.
The main idea was not for representative sampteeopopulation (Ibid: 68), but to generate talk

that extended my thinking about the fishing adigtin Abakam and recruitment group were

basically fishermen and fishmongers. The infornratgathered during the group discussions
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were written down by me instead of recording it @bserved that some of the participants felt
tensed up when their words were being taped. dtde much as possible to write all the
conversation that took place to avoid data fronmppddst even though every transcription leaves
out certain things (Cook, 1995 in Macnaghten andeidy 2004:73). Nevertheless the group
discussions provided an opportunity for me to esgldifferent points of view from the

informants on the institutions regarding accesan the management of the resources.

Plate 16: Group discussions with the young men

Plate 17: Fishmongers

4.6.3. Case studies

“Case studies are a strategy of inquiry in whiahréssearcher explores in depth a program, event,
activity, process, or one or more individuals”( S&ell, 2008:13). Case study was also one of the
gualitative methods which were used on the fielddlbect data. This method was used because |
wanted more information on the individuals and atsget better understanding of the activities
in Abakam. It was also relevant to use this meth®d draws attention to the question of what to
be learned specifically from a single case (Stak®94:236). Although case studies play
important role in fieldwork, however, understandthg critical phenomenon may also depend on
choosing the case well ( Yin, 1989 cited in Sta@84t 243). Making a proper selection of cases
is more imperative than anything. Two case studiesrepresented: one female and one male.
Their life histories, how they involved themselvasthe fishing occupation, processing of the
fish were some of the information derived. Evenutyio it has been argued that case studies
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provide a little basis for scientific generalizati(Yin, 2003: 10), these case studies provided an
insight into the fishing activities, and also pldya supportive role which facilitated my
understanding (Stake: 237) of the activities in kdra.

4.6.4. The interviews and the questionnaire

“There is a method or approach that lies betweerstiivey method and participant observation:
the interview” (Eyles, 1988). Based on this, stuuetl and open-ended questionnaires were used
to collect the data. The structured- response mumsstprovided data on demographic
characteristics, occupational differentials, sexddferences, accessibility to the resources,
institutions involved in the regulation of the raswes, while the open-ended questions offered
detailed insights about the management of the ressucrops cultivated on the farms, causes of
disputes among fishers, enforcement of the ingirtigt and their associated sanctions among
others.Above all, the open-ended questions created a wageiveral informal conversations and
it permitted the informants to ‘craft’ their inddual answers (McLafferty, 2003: 89). The open-
ended questions also assisted respondents tolat#idheir own expressions as they were not
limited in answering questions (lbid). The intewees were also allowed to feel free and ask
guestions and also to contribute their own poiftdgew. The combined nature of both the formal
and informal structure is a feature of the semnddadized interview that gives the interviewer to

digress, be focused on interesting topics and rogker questions to follow-up (Berg 1998:61).

| was assisted by Daniel to administer the questiors and the interview was conducted on a
face-to-face. This was done by moving from housdidase to administer the questionnaires
based on the selection procedure. The interview® wene in an open space in the various
houses. By this way complex questions were explibarel clarifications were sought for vague
responses. At times we also interviewed some ofdébpondents at the beach when the net had
arrived ashore. This process was time consumingcedy when we needed to ask more
guestions. At a certain point in time we had liMitene as it was getting late and dark, and some
of the informants were fed up with us and very busgwever, meaningful answers were sought
and higher rates of responses were generated fnemrespondents. There were at times the
informants were friendly to us since Daniel hailsni and a native of the same community;
however, there were at times some people wereisképbout the aim of this research but after
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carefully explaining the study to them they begarappreciate and were ready to give us the

necessary cooperation.
4.7. Other sources of data

Secondary sources of information were also derivewh articles, textbooks, journals, Internet,
published and unpublished thesis, Ministry of Figdse and the University of Ghana Geography
library.

4.8. The reliability and validity of the data

“Reliability refers to the probability that the egfiion of the same procedures, either by the same
researcher or by another investigator, will prodtiee same results, and validity is the accuracy
of a given technique, that is, the extent to whiah results conform to the characteristics of the
phenomena in question”( Briggs, 1996:23). The naam of reliability therefore is to minimize
the errors and biases in the study (Yin, 2003:37).

The most essential problem in the study that migive related to the reliability and validity of
data collection was the language barrier which miadeandatory for having an interpreter.
Probably it has affected both the procedure ofitta collection as well as how the data has been
interpreted and analyzed. Eyles (1988) noted thatsearching in a different culture with an
interpreter can easily lead to misunderstandingg@ming the translations and denotations of
the questions. In order to prevent this from odogri discussed the questionnaires with the
interpreter prior to the fieldwork, and conferrdzbat how the informants answered the questions

before the interviews.

Another key factor that might probably have affdcte data could be the chief’'s son, Daniel,
serving as the interpreter. This could have aftétie way the informants might have responded
to the questions as they might not be willing tp aaything that will affect the chief. In this way

the respondents might have kept certain informatitothemselves. The chief’'s son might have
also decided not disclose certain things that thefdoes which might have affected the fishers
in diverse ways. He might have also told the redpats not to give me information about the

secrets of the inhabitants. This problem was toeatgextend overcome as a result of explaining
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to the informants the nature of the survey beftwe questions were answered. There was no
differences in information gathered with my firstarpreter, Mensah Doe, and that of the one
gathered with Daniel. Besides, the questions wése #sted on an Ewe fisher in Duakor, a
nearby community to Abakam, to avoid misunderstagdiuring interpretation of the questions.

Changes were not made in the interview guide befarenterview in Abakam.

My way of selecting the sample also affected thpragentativeness and its associated validity of
the data. As indicated earlier on there was a gemdealance in the sample. Also by using

simple random sampling means certain categori¢moa$eholds might not be represented in the
sample as not all households were selected. Thisl ¢@mve an effect on the accuracy of the data

gathered.

It must also be acknowledged that the period inctvithe fieldwork took place might also have
affected the reliability and validity of the datéhis is due to the seasonal changes in the fisherie
activities. The fieldwork took place in June to Aigg the period which is described as the off or
lean season. Not much of the fishing was going mh $0 could not get the feel of the peak
season. This therefore means that an extensidredfeldwork to the bumper season could have
helped to get much information on what happensnduooth the lean and the peak seasons. This
therefore might have affected the data collecteolwéVer, doing fieldwork in the lean season
also has some merits as the fishers were availalile interviewed. The fishers might have been
busy all day doing fishing activities during theageseason and interviewing them would have

created inconveniences.

From the above discussions, it is obvious thatyewesearch has some setbacks which affect its
validity and reliability in one way or the otherehe it becomes imperative for the researcher to

recognize these limitations.
4.8. Methods of data presentation

To be able to analyze the data derived from thesttprenaire; quantitative method using
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS)used. In addition, descriptive statistics using

frequency tables and percentages were also ugbd data analyses and presentation of data.
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CHAPTER FIVE: PEOPLE AND LIVELIHOODS IN ABAKAM

5.1. Introduction

This chapter looks at the demographic charactesistif the respondents, gender division of
labour, occupation of the respondents, methodssbinig in Abakam, reduction in fish catch,
price fluctuation during bumper harvest and conetudith the general problems facing fishers in
Abakam.

5.2. Demographic characteristics of the respondents

5.2.1. Age and gender

Most of the respondents in the community were iradht young (see Table 1). From the table
below, it is clear that the majority of the fisherere in the ages between 20-29 and 30-39 while
the fishers between the ages of below 20 and abOweere few. In all more than half of the
respondents (65.2%) were in their ages from 20v8en questioned about the reasons for the
predominance of the young people in the fishingvdigs it was noted from the respondents that,
fishing and its associated processing are verytedand therefore require only those who are
strong physically. This is due to the nature ofwwek as the work requires more strength which
naturally old people lack. For example old peo@anot jump into the sea and effectively drive
fish into the net as well as paddling the canoeatiffely and also pull the beach seine ashore.
The old people play the role of mending of torndbeseine and drying as well. The old people
also engage in pulling the beach seine but arellysaghind while the young ones are in front.

This means that age plays a key role in the fishictyities.
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Table 1: Age and gender

Age (years) Male Female Total
Below 20 3 - 3 (6.5%)
20-29 16 2 18 (39.1%)
30-39 9 3 12 (26.1%)
40-49 7 2 9 (19.6%)
Above 50 4 - 4 (8.7%)
Total 39 (84.8%)| 7 (15.2%) 46 (100%)

SOURCE: Fieldwork, 2008.

5.2.2. Age and education
It can be deduced from the table 2 below that niwme half (67.4%) of the respondents had had

formal education. The number of the fishers de@gaghen one climbs the educational ladder.
Most of the respondents had basic education while geople have been able to attain tertiary
education. However, there is a clear disparity whelating age distribution to the level of
education. The majority of the people who had nacation were above 40 years and none of the
respondents above 40 years had high school andryeeducation. The respondents who were
able to attain high school and tertiary educati@resall within the ages of 20-29. This means
that the youth attain higher education than thepelople.

The high number of the respondents who have attdiolenal education may be linked to the
educational function played by the Cape Coast td®ape Coast is noted as one of the towns
having a lot of schools. The town has a lot of bashools and is noted for some of the oldest
high schools in Ghana such as Mfantsipim, Adis&lzallege, St. Augustine’s college, Wesley
Girls’ High school, Holy Child High School amonghets. The town also has Teacher Training
College, Nursing Training College, Polytechnic asllwas University. Parents might have
become increasingly aware of the importance of atlue and that their children would be better
off if they could go to school. They could for iaste manage their business for them and relieve
them from reliance on memorizing. Due to this ptgesre making sure that, at least their

children gets the basic education.
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Another possible explanation for high number of gdeattaining the basic education could be
linked to financial reasons. The basic educationoisparatively cheaper than that of the high
school. Unlike the high school where parents havedy school fees every three months or
semester especially students in the boarding hobsdyasic school does not involve school fees
in every term so parent can afford to educate ttleiidren to that level. The basic school in

Abakam (see chapter 2) which was established ab@uytears ago might have also helped the
people especially those within the age group 2Qe2@ttain basic education. The school was
established at the time those in age group 20-2& Wern. This implies that proximity to

educational facilities can influence the educatidesel of people.

Table 2: Age and Education

Age No Edu. Basic High Tertiary Total Percentage
school

Below 20 - 3 - - 3 6.5
20-29 3 10 3 2 18 39.1
30-39 2 9 1 - 12 26.1
40-49 7 2 - - 9 19.6

Above 50 3 1 - - 4 8.7
Total 15 (32.6%) | 25 (54.3%)| 4 (8.7%) 2 (4.4%) 46 D9

SOURCE: Fieldwork, 2008.

5.2.3. Education and Gender

Table below above illustrates educational levelsimed by male and female respondents. There
is clear disparity on educational levels attaingdnbale and females. If one calculates the
percentage of women who attained no education assigthe male, it is obvious that the

majority of the women 4 (57.1%) did not attain falneducation as compared to the male 12
(30.8%). The remaining 3 (42.9%) of females whoewnable to attain education ended at the
basic level. This implies that women are still maadjzed in terms of education. This might be

linked to the idea that women’ place is the kitclard therefore should not be educated to a

higher level. It is also the idea that women wogéd married and would be taking care off by
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their husbands. Many claimed that some girls gegmpant when they are sent to high school. So

in most cases males are preferred to be educatbd tagher level.

Marriage is recognized as important in the Ghanatiety. At a certain age in one’s life the
society expects one to get married. Most of thpaedents 29 (63%) were married even though
the chunks of the respondents were young while7E8§3vere not married. This is linked to the
nature of the work as every fisher gives his fishhis wife to be processed and that if one does
not have a wife then one might be forced to givisomeone else’s wife for the processing.
Also is that the fishers get tired when they rettrom the sea and so they find it difficult to

prepare food which make them get married.

Table 3: Education and Gender

Education Male Female Total Percentage (%)
No Education 12 4 16 34.8
Basic 21 3 24 52.2
Secondary 4 - 4 8.7
Tertiary 2 - 2 4.3
Total 39 (84.8%) 7 (15.2%) 46 100

Source Fieldwork, 2008.

5.2.4. Number of children

Marital status is an important factor in populateymamics as it affects fertility. The numbers of
children, both men and women, by the respondents aiso recorded as it is found in table 4
below. Table 4 shows that some of the respondeats more children than others. This means
that the respondents have different perceptionwwiand reasons about the number of children
that one should give birth to. Those who had fegvgidren claimed that bearing many children
is expensive as they want their children to geteoetducation and since education is expensive
they prefer to give birth to fewer children in orde take proper care of them. Secondly, those
with few children were of the view that fewer chéd mean few mouths to be fed. According to
the respondents provision of basic needs such @d, fdoths, and medical care to the few
children that they have sometimes becomes a proelgmecially during the lean season and

therefore prefer not to have more children. Howgseme of them admitted that they will give
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birth again but not now. This implies that evenutjo they perceive having children to be

expensive they still anticipate and are willinggtee birth again.

On the contrary the respondents who had more emiltlad a different view point. They claimed
that they needed more hands in the fishing actagtynore people to pull the nets among others
and that the children serve as a source of labouthem. This implies that by using their
children in the fishing activity as a source ofdab supply not much money is spent on labour
cost and by this they would be able to make mudiitprAnother major reason cited was the
prestige involved in giving birth to more childrelccording to the respondents sometimes they
are respected by the number of children that tleaye hPeople who are married and are infertile
are considered as witches and wizards who havetbsedvombs for spiritual purposes. In order
to break this social stigmatization people givetbio many children to prove their ability to give
birth. The respondents also admitted that theyrhady children as a security net. This means
children are regarded as an asset rather thafitiraln the Ghanaian society in general children
are expected to cater for their parents in thalrages and so the respondents were of the view
that the more children they deliver the more setttiney would be in their old ages because they

would be care for by the children.

From the above, it is deduced that age playsah nate in the fishing industry. This implies that
there is a relationship between age and fishingiies and the reason is that fishing activities i
physically demanding especially with the absenceowtboard motors in areas like Abakam
where everything is done manually. In essence dveagh fishing grounds are common pool
resources not everybody can access it due to gne@ugstraints. The old people are unable to go
to the sea as well as children and women. It tbeeefneans that accessibility to fishing grounds
is constrained by age and only those who are stphrygically can afford to make use of it. In
this case the old people cannot transform theiroendients into entitlements in order to

improve their well-being.
People who are also educated would also be abteatomize their capabilities to improve their

lot. This is because they would be able to appéirtknowledge both in the management and

accessing more resources. Being educated can hawesiive effect by diversifying their
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capabilities so as to access more resources dime uttiwell as such. Children are also relevant in
the fishing industry as fishers use their childesna source of labour and security net as they

would be able to take care of their fishing geawah as finding other livelihood strategies.
Table 4: Number of children

No.o| 1 child 2 chn 3 chn 4 chn 5 chn 6 chn  Abovdlo chn| Total

f 7 chn
chn
No 6 8 5 3 5 3 2 14 46

(13.04%) | (17.4%) | (10.9%) | (6.5%) | (10.5%) | (6.5%) | (4.3%) | (30.%) | (100)

Source Fieldwork, 2008.
5.3. Gender division of labour

5.3.1. Therole of men

Generally, there is a division of labour in the #irsaale fishing which is based on gender. Men
fish while women are engaged in fish processingteame (Ellis and Freeman, 2005:265. Overa,
1998:8). In Abakam, men do the actual fishing aiéis. These activities include the preparation
of beach seines, mending of torn nets, drying & tiets, dragging of canoes ashore and
anchoring of canoes to coconut trees, repairinglashaged canoes, pulling of the net ashore
(plate 14), among other things. Farming activities also done by the men. In addition, men are
traditionally the bread winners of their familieadaso have to provide food, shelter for the
families, pay school fees and medical bills amotigeis. In a situation where the men are unable
to provide these due to financial constraints haveely on the assistance of women to take up
the role of a bread winner. The situation where stegive their responsibility as bread winners
often lead to marital problems such as loss ofeetspn the part of the man as head of family.

This means that honour and respect is given towtenperform their traditional role.

5.3.2. Therole of women

The role of the women in the fishing industry isially essential as that of men. The women cure
or treat the fresh fish to its final stage, stdrand finally dispose of it through the marketing
channels. The women process the fish in a numbesagé such as smoking, drying, salting and

frying. In addition to the fish processing and nankg the women also make financial
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contributions in the form of loan to the fisherspt@cure items such as nets, ropes among others.
Again women perform such role of supplementingittt®me of the family towards the upkeep
of the home as well as acting as ‘bankers to thagbands’ (Odotei, 2002:25). These roles
clearly indicate that the success of the fishingggmise depends heavily on the wives/women in
the fishing industry. Women also perform variousnéstic activities such as cooking, bathing
babies, washing and sweeping of compound. Somieeofvbmen also engage in other activities
including selling of food Waakye, gariand beans, rice and stew etc) to school childeal

drinks to fishers, processing géri among others.

5.4. Occupation of the respondents

Most of the respondents 22 (44%) were into fishésgit is the major activity in Abakam. In
addition to fishing other respondents 13(28%) ergagboth fishing and farming, women who
constituted 7 (15%) of the respondents were ind&litig (fishmongers), 4 (13%) were into
farming. In all, 87% of the respondents were fighing as their source of livelihood while 13%
are into active farming. Those who were combiniisgihg and farming usually farm during the
lean fisheries season. This is the period whersdlaeis full since it is rainy season in Ghana and
this causes high tides, winds and strong waveshmban easily sink the canoes. During these
periods much energy is also needed to paddle theecas they do not have more outboard
motors. They then resort into farming as crops @l w the rainy season. This implies that the
fishers supplement or diversify their livelihoodtigity when conditions are not favourable.
Those who are not into farming are left idle initherious compounds chatting, playing cards
and other activities. In addition, in the lean seasthers fishers also commute to Cape Coast,
Elmina to do other jobs mostly selling of itemsliaslihood. Others also sell local food such as
waakye, banku, gariand others things like fuel wood. This shows tieg fishers find other

alternative source of livelihood when fishing i attractive during the lean season.
5.5. Method of fishing in Abakam

The beach seine fishing is the main method ofriigland it is callegevudoramong the Ewes.
The Danes arbelieved tahave introduced thgevudorin Keta (Odotei, 2002:40). Theevudoris
an Ewe name for the beach seine which means ‘wingte’s net’ (ibid) and is used in Abakam

and Duakor. The fishers start very early in themmay based on their ‘casting shift system’ (see
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chapter six on informal institutions). One of thengs of the seine net is taken out to sea by
canoe while the other wing is connected to a coctee at the beach. The canoe makes a wide
circle and brings the rope linked to the first winack to the beach. The net is then pulled ashore
after a period of time with a careful and accuitzedling, involving perfect co-ordination (see
plate 18 below).

Plate 18: Fishers pulling the beach seine ashore

The fishing activity is organized into companiesck company is made up of the canoe or the
beach seine owner and crew members (usually 2Quinbars). Nine companies are found in
Abakam. The total fish caught is sold to the fishigers and the money is brought back to the
canoe owner. The canoe owner deducts certain anfoumbaintenance of the canoe and the
beach seine. Half of the remaining money is giwerthe canoe owner while the other half is
given to the crew members to be shared among tlémtable below shows number of beach

seines, canoes and number of fishers in Abakam 1#1@86 to 2004 Ghana canoe frame survey.
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Table 5: Beach seines, canoes and fishers in Abakdrom 1986-2004

Year 1986 1989 1992 1995 2001 2004 Total
Beach 5 2 6 6 6 7 32
seine
Canoes 5 2 6 6 6 7 32
Fishers 167 42 140 150 150 154 803

Sources Koranteng and Nmashie (1986Koranteng (1989), Koranteng and Nmashie (1992),
Quaatey et al (1995), Bannerman et al (2001) anddamet al (2004).

From table 5 above, one can see that number ohb&zsines and canoes are the same over the
years which indicate that the same fishers who thwebeach seines owned the canoes. Another
interesting thing is that there was a drastic desen number of beach seines, canoes and fishers
in 1989. However, number of fishers dropped in 1888 had remained relatively low in the
subsequent years as compared to the 1986. Theoedisstic increase in number of fishers (table

5) over the years in Abakam.
5.6. Reduction in fish catch

Daily fluctuation of fish catch is common in theling communities in Ghana. Generally, fishers
are optimistic in their daily activities that thean make a considerable catch on every trip.
However, there are times when catches can be nmadensiderable quantities while on some
days little or no catch is made at all. Fisher8limkam claimed that there has been a reduction in
their daily catches in recent times even thoughetlveere no documents to support their claim.

Several reasons were put forward by the respondemrtsplain the sudden change of fish catch.

According to the respondents the major cause efréduction in fish catch in recent times is the
operation of industrial vessels and trawlers. Theskistrial vessels and trawlers travel long
distances along the coast and spend several dagiseosea fishing. The absence of outboard
motors in Abakam due to lack of capital prevenentifrom going far into the sea to fish. As a

result of this the vessels and trawlers catch Yadlable fish leading to their low catches.
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Another key factor identified by the respondents wWee use of poisonous chemicals and light by
the people of Eture, EImina and other places (sap 2). The respondents said that poisonous
chemicals such as DDT and other chemicals arenpauthe water by other fishers thereby killing

the juvenile fish which affect their catches. Irdéidn, lights are dipped into the sea by some of
the fishers, which attract fish. Also, the resparideclaimed that some of the fishers in nearby
communities use dynamite, and the effect of thigastive is that the fish get scared into the deep

seas where they become available only to sophisticzgessels.

The respondents also attributed the reductionsbf ¢atch in recent times in Abakam to the large
number of people. They were of the view that the isea common pool resource with open

access. Because of this anybody who can afforéqhgoment begins to fish and this has resulted
in a substantial sum of canoes and fishers alorgctast which has resulted in reduction in
recent catches. The activities of fishing vesseld tiawlers have led to more nets catching
smaller quantities of fish. Currently, nine beaeimss are found in Abakam and almost all the
entire people in Abakam are involved in fishing.eTimplication of this is that many people are

involved in the fishing activities in the regiondapossibly this could account for low catches as
noted by the respondents. There was a pool of ydishgrs at Abakam who attributed the

present reduction in catches to the fact that thié @ Guinea has been depleted of its fish stock
due to over fishing on Ghanaian waters and thaéssnsome measures of rejuvenation and
control of fishing activity are put in place by tigevernment, daily and annual catches would

keep falling and the industry as a whole might ading towards gradual extinction.

Finally, one person linked the reduction of thé ftstch to the poor condition of the beach seine
(Plate 19). As a result of insufficient money beaeime which continuously get torn as they get
entangled in rocks have to be repaired and contisuepairs render the beach seine very small
and weak. As a result the fish easily penetrateutn the torn and weak nets and therefore

rendering them low catches.
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Plak8: Poor condition of a beach seine

It was also identified by the respondents that c&do in output of fish catch is due to traditional
and religious beliefs. They believe that the godas cause this reduction in fish caught if
consistent sacrifice is not performed at the rigmie. They are of the view that seasonal and
annual traditional sacrifice to be performed ta@ase fish output. This gradual reduction in fish

catches has resulted in the downward trend inntbeme of the fishers.

Even though the fishers claim that there has beéuation in their landings they continue to fish.
When questioned about why they still engage inifighalthough the catch is not good, the
respondents claimed they do not have any othepmp#fccording to some of the respondents
they were born into fishing and they do not haverahtive livelihood than the fishing. However,
the respondents admitted that it is not alwaysctse that they have low catches as they claim
that at times they have good catch. This implies the catches are not the same by the various

beach seine companies.
5.7. Price fluctuation in bumper harvest

Fishers in Abakam face the problem of lower primetheir catch during the bumper seasons and
invariably low level of income. A question was agken the possible causes of the price

fluctuation during the bumper season and three megsons were identified.
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The respondents attributed abundant catches tbéenain reason for the lower price. It was
found out that during bumper harvest period fisfoisd in abundance in all the landing beaches.
The high catch results in abundance of fish sugglyagainst a lower demand due to lack of
storage facilities to store the excess. As a rgsides are reduced to the minimum level resulting
in low income for the fishers. The fishmongers stmes incur loss when the fish is abundant in
the market. Limited buyers were also noticed apaesible for the low prices during the bumper
harvest. Some respondents were of the view thangllnumper harvest period since the fish are
in abundance and they are found everywhere sorntgedishmongers do not come and buy the
fish. In certain situations the fish becomes abuhdehen sent to market. This results in a
situation where only few fishmongers purchase tlisin. The absence of storage facilities
compel them to sell at cheaper prices to the feshnfiongers around in order to get their daily
income. However, some of the respondents were alsbe view that the type of fish caught

during the bumper harvest also determines the .pficéhem certain species of fish are caught in
abundance during this season while other speceesarght in small quantity during the same
period. When this happens, lower prices are giwethé species of fish which are caught in
excess than the other species. This will then affecprice and hence the income of the fishers.

5.8. General problems facing fishers in Abakam

5.8.1. Financial problems (ga nya)

Most of the respondents interviewed identifieckla€ capital as the major problem facing the
fishing activity in Abakam. This has many negataféects on the people at large. The lack of
capital has prevented the fishers from acquiring ard safer gear for their fishing activities. As
a result they are forced to depend on the old gdach have undergone wear and tear for a long
time. Leaking canoes are sealed with rubber artdrcoivhich must be purchased. In addition the
buying of new canoe costs thousands of US DollEns. timber which is used for the canoes is
transported to canoe carvers for carving or thelevbanoe had to be bought at once. Large size
canoes sell at between US$3000 and US$4000, a mesithe canoe costs between US$2000 and
US$3000, while a small size canoes amounts toesst than US$1500 (Amador et al, 2004:7).
These very expensive prices for canoes cannot foedatl by an ordinary fisher in Abakam.

According to the respondents the cost of Yahamaaautl motor is very high (not less than
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US$2700). The fuel cost further explains why theyribt have outboard motors in Abakam.
Most of the fishers sometimes depend on the fislgamto be prefinanced; who then take
charge of the fish landed by these fishers. Thianaahat fishers have small control over their
catch as they are forced to sell to the fishmorageone respondent commentsecause of the

little money that the fishmongers give to us whenmere in difficulty they take advantage over
that and cheat us The general lack of finance could be attributedthe absence of credit

facilities from the rural banks and due to the thating nature of the fishing industry. Bene
(2003: 961) noted that access to finances andtciadiities is the fundamental component to
‘poverty alleviation in fisheries’. As a result niadf the money saved is consumed during the
lean or off season for daily expenses, especiallyhe extended family system where many

people are fed.

5.8.2. Lack of storage facilities

The fishers of Abakam also face the problem of fmwees due to lack of storage facilities as
noted by the respondents. Since fish is a perishafgiduct, the aim of many fisheries is how to
decrease fish spoilage but not increased fishifgrtef(Lindgvist and Molsa, 1990:200). In a
similar way, fishmongers also face the problemmbking and drying the large quantity of fish
bought from the fishers. The situation worsens wtens set in during the smoking process,
thereby speeding up the bacterial decay of the fitle fishmongers complained that when the
catch is plenty, they had to process all and atgithey stayed overnight doing the smoking. The
fishers have to sell their catch at a very low @ric the fishmonger because they cannot store
them. In a situation when the market is unfavowdlshmongers themselves have to sell their
fish at a low price, as one fishmonger commer@8i1ce we cannot store our smoked fish for long
we are also compelled to sell at a low price whenge to the market and people are not buying
them’ This means during the bumper season both therigdnd the fishmongers lose as a result

of unstable market prices. This then affects ttegal income at the end of the day.

5.8.3. Operation of foreign trawlers

Another major challenge facing the fishers of Abakia the operation of foreign trawlers. The
respondents are worried about the increasing forggyvlers and vessels around. These vessels
and trawlers use sophisticated machines and ndtatda to travel very wide on the sea. The end
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result is that they are able to catch large quastitf fish resulting in low output of the fishens
Abakam.

5.8.4. The use of poisonous chemicals and lightsin fishing

In their desperation for more fish, the respondetdsmed that at times some of the fishers
especially the fishers in Elmina resort to the o$eoisonous chemicals such as DDT and
dynamite as the respondents identified that. Thiis the juvenile fish and pollutes the sea water
simultaneously. The end result is that fish deasilg and some of the fish also get scared away
into deep waters which can only be caught by taelers and other vessels. It was also noted
that some of the fishers dip lights into the se&rap the fish. This results in low catch among
those who are not using lights. Other related issuelude fish waste which is disposed along the
sea shores especially during bumper harvest thenehgncing the breeding of mosquitoes which

give rise to explosion of malaria.

5.8.5. Weather conditions

Unfavourable weather conditions such as heavy ratnsng tides and storms destroy the fishers’
net. The informants identified that high tide sometss causes the canoe to capsize and when this
happens lives are sometimes lost. In addition thers also break their canoes and when this
happens the nets get chocked and finally enguljeth® sea. This aspect of the fishing industry

is very dangerous which affects the sustainalidlitthe industry.

To conclude this chapter, it is clear that fishiagtivity in Abakam is bisected with many
problems. It is also noted that age has effect diw wan get access to resources as gender
ideology also makes it impossible for women to hageess to the fishing grounds. It is also
clear that most people in Abakam depend on thenfishctivity for living and therefore any
activity that seeks to prevent people from gettegess to fishing rights would have a multiple
effect on the people of Abakam. The next chaptevedwer explains how people get access to
fishing rights to enable the inhabitants fish aahf in Abakam as well as the various institutions

which regulate fishers behaviour.
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CHAPTER SIX: ACCESS TO RESOURCES AND INSTITUTIONS

6.1 Introduction

Agrawal et al. (1999) emphasized that “authorityntanage resource effectively” at the local
level needs the exercise of authority and contgoldzal actors in three domains :(1) making
rules on resource management, conservation andwise has the rights to create rules); (2)
accomplishing the created rules (the rights to rabrihat rules and followed ; (3) settlement of
disputes which will arise in the application of thales (the rights to sanction the rules)
(ibid:638). Based on the above this chapter consittee findings on differentiated social actors
in Abakam, access and right to resources (fishimogigds and land), international and internal
migration among the fishers, and institutions gaugy the use of the resource. The chapter also
looks at conflicts among fishers, how the confliate negotiated and conclude with sanctions on

violation of informal institutions.
6.2. Differentiated social actors in Abakam

It is essential to recognize in the first placet t@mmunities are not delimited and homogenous,
but socially distinguished and varied (Mearns ¢t1898). Different social actors (individual,
household, and group) hold certain degree of pawé&bakam and define what, how and when
things should be done. Based on ethnicity the @geest Municipality is occupied by different
categories of ethnic groups such as the nativeeBaw{santes, Ewes, Gas among other ethnic

groups.

The Fantes are the custodians of the land (Capst@Gdanicipality) and are powerful when it
comes to decision making in the area. The Fantes tieeir traditional chief@guaheng the
Osabarima Attawho is considered as the overall chiehénein Fante) in the Cape Coast
Municipality and also serves as the overall Chiefhdrman dpofoheng in the whole
Municipality. He,Oguahengis also considered as the landlord in the mualitip He rules with
his council of elders, the queen mother and othér chiefs. His decisions influence the area

including Abakam.
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Authority in Abakam is in the hands and control®dcertain individuals. The chieT¢gbuiin
Ewe) Gbagba Il is currently the chief of the Abakaommunity. He is appointed based on
patrilineal inheritance. Historically, the firsttder, Togbui Gbagba | became the first chief and
have been inherited by his lineage. The chief $® #he chief fishermarfy fia in Ewe) in the
Abakam community. Chieftaincy and the body of cosoy practices that support it is protected
by the constitution of Ghana and Chieftaincy Actl8f71(Schildkrout, 2006:587). This means
that the chiefs’ power and authority to rule isitiegate and protected by the state. The chief
controls and rules the community with his coundiletders. Togbui Gbagba Il settles disputes
and conflicts among the inhabitants of Abakam ansseaininates information about the
community to the inhabitants. He also organizestimge when the need arises. He is also
considered as the custodian of Abakam and honalipegstige are accorded to him. The chief is
influential and powerful in decision making in tbemmunity and his decisions are respected and
obeyed by the inhabitants. He is also responsidsléhie enforcement of the institutions regarding

the resources management.

Power is also controlled by the Assembly man, vehdamocratically elected, and represents the
community at the District Assemblies and repres#r@ggovernment of Ghana in the community.
He is influential in terms of decision making anidoaserves as intermediate between the
community and the government. He is also respamsibl the provision of the social
infrastructure in the community as well as the erdment of the government rules governing the
resources. Beach seine owners/canoe owners ateeaigooup of social actors in the community
who are also influential and powerful in decisiomkimg due to their social status. The beach
seine owners who are found in Abakam are respdxasd on their status as they are considered
as wealthy. These beach seines are operated seshwith the help of canoe leadewfto).
Crew membersvu me vid are also a group of social actors and are coregidas less influential
people in Abakam. They are usually described adigihers who go to the sea with peoples’
beach seines and canoes and they are being paileiorservices by the beach seine owners.
They are less influential due to their social saflhey are considered as the poor whose lives
depend on the wealthy people (canoe owners) aneftlie have less power in accessing

resources.
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Another group of social actors in Abakam is thénfi®ngers. They are also regarded as less
powerful and influential group of people. FisherfseAssociation serves as a mouth piece for
them. They are also controlled and influencedHhgywealthy/net owners. In addition, farmers
are also seen as poor and less influential sociarsain Abakam. Their lives are also dependent
on the landowners who control the land. The farna¢gse got their rights to the land in diverse
ways. In all, these various social actors in Abakewe the right to fish or to farm in different

ways and their activities are guided by the intittws at the formal and informal levels.

6.3. Access and right to resources in Abakam

Fisher migrants have different ways of getting tsgand access to fishing grounds when they
reach their destinations (see Anyang, 1996). Talbe to answer the research questions on how
the Anlo-Ewe migrant fishers gain access to fishigts to fish, agricultural land and the land

to settle in Abakam and how this access is maiathihow the inhabitants gained access to these

resources were captu red.

6.3.1. Fishing grounds

Bene (2003:962) noted that the indigenous pomnratiay deny certain group of people access
to fishing grounds based on ethniciBlthough fishing grounds are a common resourcegnoft
various ethnic groups claim rights over territofyfishing so that people cannot move into other
areas and begin to fish without consulting the veatiof the area. Certain arrangements are
needed before migrants commence fishing at a p&atiarea. The respondents of Abakam
identified the way by which they gain the righttke fishing grounds and how they maintain this
right.

Fishers in Abakam gained access to fishing rigfoim the Oguahengthrough the Cape Coast
Traditional Council (CCTC). That is, tli@guaheneshould be notified before any canoe begins to
operate for the first time in the sea of Abakamiclvhs under his jurisdiction. In this case special
arrangements have been made for that. Before aeaecbegins to operate on Abakam’s shore
the canoe owner has to give one bottle of schnagac¢h of the nine canoe owners operating in
Abakam to inform them about his/her intention. Thelkinks are accepted by the individual

canoe owners and they welcome him or her into destry. As a normJogbuithen collects
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US$20 from the new canoe owner and presents theynontheOguahenehrough the CCTC
and officially informs theOguaheneabout the operation of the new canoe in Abakanme T
CCTC then accepts the money and then the canobegsn its operation. This is done to ensure
that all the fishers in Abakam are known by the ©Cand it also serves as mechanism of
regulating the number of fishers fishing in theaassmd monitoring fishing activities along the
coast simultaneously. Similarly, one cannot st@mning on the land unless permission is sought
from the landlords. It also serves as measuregdalate the farming activities for sustainable
management of the resources. This arrangement sgmwdsfor some of the fishers while others
were complaining about the number of bottles ofnagips which are given to the individual
canoe owners in Abakam as one respondent comniérigsvery expensive to buy nine bottles of
Schnapps because each bottle costs US$10 in Ghhacathe total amount which are spent on
the drinks is far higher than the one given to @ETC” Even though most fishers do have
problem with paying an amount to the custodiarhefland some of them have other view about
the schnapps which are given to the canoe ownersadthe expensive nature to the poor fisher.
This indicates the role of traditional chiefs irsearce allocation and management. This is also
noted by Abdulai (2006:576) who says that Ghanaiaiefs are actively involved in resource
allocation, particularly natural resources of whibbhy are custodians.

A question was also asked whether men and womea &gwal access to fishing rights to go to
the sea with the canoe and the respondents wete aipinion that even though both men and
women have equal access to fishing rights, womenalgo to the sea due to several reasons.
The main reason cited was traditional belief. Mags related to gender ideology about how the
society has constructed the “good and bad wayegiofjta woman or a man” (Overa, 2003:51). It
is the idea that traditionally fishing is not medmt the women and it is a men’s work and that
their forefathers who were into fishing did notoall women to go to sea and so they see it as a
tradition. This adds to the idea noted by Ove08) in fishing communities in Ghana that man
is more or less seen as feminine if he engageselfimsfish trade and women are perceived by
men as “out of place” when they assume the roleasfoe owners and begin to manage it
(Ibid:52). Another major reason which was cited was tedious nature of the work. They were
of the view that the act of paddling the canoelipglithe beach seine ashore and anchoring the

canoe and the net involve a lot of energy. It wiae geviewed that the weather conditions at sea
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is not favourable for women. Also the weather imetimes very cold. They were also of the
opinion that women are not brave enough to facenstohigh tides and strong waves and would
find it difficult to spend the night at the sea. kvMen therefore become fishmongers and process
the fish that their husbands bring and take ibh®rarket. This implies that even though there is
equal access rights to fishing grounds women amgrwited by gender barriers which are
constructed by the society as well as physicalaubss. Case study 1 below represents how a
man after graduation from University gained acdesfishing rights and why he got himself
involved in the fishing activities.

Case study 1

Edem is a 27- year old who is not married and ha<ldren. He has been living in the
community since infancy with his parents and hikdais a fisher. He holds a Bachelor degree in
Economics from University of Ghana. Edem has besdmrfg with the father since infancy and he
used to take care of his father’'s gears in hisrateseAfter University he migrated to the United
Kingdom to seek for greener pastures but returriet aome years. He decided to invest into
fishing and therefore used the little money thatsaged whilst in the United Kingdom to
purchase canoe, beach seine, and outboard mot@xpiains why he decided to go into fishing
rather than looking for a job elsewheré:ehtered into active fishing after University basa
with my experience as a fisher with my father aadifg spent my childhood life in a fishing
community as well as having taken care of my f&hgears in his absence | could be a good
fisher”. Edem also entered into fishing for another reasohe puts it: With my background in
Economics | believed that | can manage my own bssirusing my knowledge in cost benefit
analysis and can work on my own without any supemi. According to him f am into fishing
not because | cannot find work elsewhere but bexasgge fishing as a profitable industry and |
prefer to be in it”. He has no plans of leaving the fishing industryrfow as he puts il that |
think about now is my beach seine, canoe, outba@otbr, and ropes. | do not think that I will

stop this job except maybe conditions change textreme that | cannot do anything about it”.

Edem is fishing throughout the whole year. He gmieas to the fishing rights through his father.
According to him: iny father has been fishing for many years and ssnwldecided to start my
own fishing with my gear | had it with ease. | tohy father about my intention and we went to

the Togbui with the schnapps of which of we gawbadaanoe owners. | also gave an amount of
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US$20 (as prescribed by the CCTC) to Togbui toibengto the CCTC He is currently the only
person with an outboard motor in the community anes the largest beach seine and canoe.
According to him when catches are good he couldent#&$2300 per trip out of which he has to
pay his crew members, fuel and maintenance of dilgoard motor and beach seine. Since he has
no wife he divides the catch among the fishmongetee community who are interested to buy.
His present livelihood depends on the fishing aasl o plans to stop fishing. The profit obtained
from the fishing is being used to reinvest into fisking (repairing of torn nets, maintenance of
the canoe and maintenance of the outboard motommeSof his profits are also used as his
personal savings as well as his family for exantpping his father in the payment of his

siblings’ school fees.

The above case shows that not all fishers are fh@adrsome live well from the fishing although
this might be an unusual case. His knowledge altw@ulbcal institutions regulating access to and
management of the resources were very useful atahmes that* the local institutions like not
fishing on Tuesdays is a good idea as it helpsé#zeto at least regain its fertility even though we
lost income every Tuesdaykhis means that he understands and recognizess#falness and

the role of the institutions on the resources &edneed to stick to such institutions.
6.3.2. Agricultural land

Even though the government of Ghana is making ffiar improve access to land by initiating
Land Administration Project through the World Barlkan facility, with the aim of seeking

research into access to land and its impact orstmant and productivity (Alhassan, 2006:541),
migrant farmers continue to suffer from how to getess to land. Apart from fishing which is
done by the people of Abakam, some are farminglewbihers combine both farming and
fishing. The farm land belongs to the people of iBBMEding). The respondents (12 out of 46)

who were farming gained access to land for agticaltpurposes in three major ways.

Firstly, six of the respondents acquired the lameugh the share-tenancy agreement or the
abusacropping system of farming. In ttebusasystem of farminggrops cultivated on the land
are shared between the landlord and the farmes System of farming is callembusa, which

means ‘that which is divided into three partundsen, 2007:36) because when the crops are
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cultivated it is divided into three equal parts tarmer takes two-thirds of the whole crops while
the landlord takes one-third of the crops cultidatin this system, the land is released to the
farmer for a certain number of years and the laamtd lze reclaimed when the contract terminates
indicating the risks of dismissal of the farmeridjb In addition, four of the respondents claimed
that they inherited land from their fathers. Acaogito them, their forefathers and fathers bought
the land from the landlords and started farmingh@nland. Some of them too were given to them
by their fathers even though their fathers ard ative. Two respondents gained their land
through purchase or what Sen (1981) described dsetnzhannel, from the individual Fante land
owners in Elmina. The Fante land owners owe thd [aivately or the land may belong to one
abusua(clan). These landlords sell the land to people ai®interested in buying. The price of
the land ranges from US$50 to US$80 per acre dépgmh the site, location and the nature of
the land. This means that some of the respondemts|and and therefore can decide to do

farming or use the land for other purposes.

In all, it can be inferred from the above that altgh the respondents gained their rights to the
land in diverse ways, most of them are into theresltmopping system of farming due to its

inexpensive nature and this makes it affordabléhéoindividual farmers. It must also be noted

that the fact that most of the farmers are intoreslaopping system of farming shows that

migrant farmers are constrained in terms of actedand and there is higher risk of being a
farmer (Kundsen, 2007:36).

6.3.3. Residential land

The Anlo-Ewes reside in Abakam and they gainedritjet to settle on the land through the
CCTC. TheOguahengthrough the Council gave the land to the Anlo-Ewen the first group

of migrants led by Togbui Gbagba | came to Abakarfish. This means that chiefs have always
been integral part of distribution and allocatidmatural resources. As custodians of communal
lands, chiefs allocated land to their villages &k charge of the distribution of harvest in the
pre-colonial times. The allocation of lands st#irfains in modern Ghana. This means that chiefs
have the right and authority in allocating resout@gpeople. For Anlo-Ewes to maintain their
rights to the land, each household pays a levy 2Jper annum to the CCTC. This money is

collected by the chief of Abakam and the moneyarded over to the Council. Failure to pay
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means one forfeits his/her right to stay on thellarhis implies that there is a strong relationship
between maintaining the right to the land and payroéthe annual levy. A question was asked
about how they maintain these fishing rights antbeding to the informants traditional religious
leaders who are mostly Fantes perform religiousalst before and after fishing seasons. The
Fantes through th®guahendevies each net/canoe owner an amount, normall¥&® Ghana
cedi (US$20) every year to perform the sacrific®sy net /canoe owner who fails to pay the
levy is not allowed to fish. This means that thdoABwe fishers are able to maintain their rights
to fish in the sea once this levy is paid to thatés through th@®guaheneln addition, the
fishers also maintain their rights to fish by olmyithe formal and informal institutions on the

resource management.
6.4. International migration among respondents

International migration has become characteristidsshers and has gained popularity especially
with the introduction of outboard motors (Odotéd02:71). The fishers of Abakam especially the
youth often migrate both internally within Ghanalanternationally to other parts of the world
especially within West African countries. Within &fa they migrate to areas like Elmina,
Sekondi-Takoradi, Moree, and Winneba among otlerettle either permanently or temporary
in order to carry out fishing activities. ExteryalGhanaian ethnic groups of Fante, Ga and Ewe
who are fishers, migrate widely in West Africa dahsreas to Mauritania found in the northern
part and Congo to the south (Overd. 2005:1). Siyil the fishers in Abakam migrate to Ivory
Coast, Benin, and Togo among other countries. & m@ed that 27 out of the 46 of the total

respondents, all males, have been migrating ta othntries and this is shown in table 6 below.

Table 6: International migration among respondents

Destination Ivory Togo Benin United Other None Total
Coast Kingdom | countries
No. of 11 6 6 1 3 19 46
respondents| (23.9%) | (13.04%)| (13.04%)| (2.2%) | (6.52%) | (41.3%) | (100%)

Source: Fieldwork, 2008

From, table 6, it can be seen that most of the anitgrmigrate within West Africa countries. The

majority of the respondents have traveled to IMOoast. It was also noted that the migrants have
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been to more than one country. In addition somtheffishers migrate to other countries which
include Nigeria, Gabon, and Guinea among otherallJrabout 49.98% of the respondents who
have migrated outside Ghana moved within West Africountries. With the exception of the
respondent who traveled to United Kingdom to semkdreener pastures, all other migrants
migrated due to fishing activities. The general iegsion from the table is that the respondents
are mobile and that the causes of this geographadlility associated with the fisher migrants

are diverse.

One of the major reasons among the migrants wasd#ee that they could save more money
outside their native residence than inside. Manghefrespondents hope to come back with much
more accumulated income. This was due to the Fadtwhile outside Ghana not much is spent
since their family is not with them and that thermag earned from the fishing is accumulated

which is then brought back home to Abakam.

Some of the fishers also claimed that they migiatgther countries like Ivory Coast, Benin due
to the fact that the prices of fish are compardfivegher in these destination areas than that of
Abakam or Ghana. The main aim behind migration amihre fishers is quick profit (Jorion,
1988:144). The high prices of fish in other cowegrimake the fishing activities attractive and
profitable outside Ghana. They would then moverjoyesuch prices with the hope of making
more profit and buy fishing gears. The attractadrforeign exchange in order to buy fishing
inputs has attracted fishers to migrate to otheint@es (Odotei, 2002:71). When questioned on
the price difference between Ghana and other degtirs, the respondents could not give figures
to substantiate their claim but they emphasized ttiea prices of fish are sometimes higher in

other areas as compared to Abakam.

The external migration associated with the fishefrsAbakam was also linked to the lack of
storage facilities and improved landing space. Tiesns that fish become abundance during the
bumper harvest which render some fish become redhirehd also causing decrease in prices
simultaneously. The landing beaches also becomgested since fishers are always at the shore.
To avoid the risk and the fear of low prices thehéirs migrate in order to minimize risk (Jorion,

1988:134). This does not make the fishing actiaityactive and therefore are compelled to move
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elsewhere with the anticipation of enjoying bettenditions. This implies that seeking ‘greener
pastures’ is a motivation factor (Amador et al, 2@) for fishers to migrate outside their home
country and this explains why Ghanaian fishers ttute a chunk of the fishers population in

Togo and Benin (ibid).

It therefore seems to me that international migratias become an adaptive livelihood strategy
used by the fishers when conditions are unfavoarabltheir origin areas. This is so because
fishers migrate to improve their lots elsewhere nvtiéngs are not in order in their area of origin.
In order to survive when there is a hardship thesort to migration with the anticipation of
meeting better conditions because the money eareetirought back to their origin to improve
their living conditions. It can be inferred frometlabove that fishers would not migrate if fishing

conditions at home are favourable.
6.5. Internal migration among respondents to VoltaRegion

Apart from the international migration, the respeni$ were also questioned whether they go to
their hometowns, that is their area of origin ia Wolta Region (see chapter two). Migrants often

migrate to their hometowns, not for fishing actestbut for other social activities.

Most of the respondents visit their hometown teradt funerals. The large numbers of people
attending funerals show the importance they attadhnerals. Funerals are highly recognized in
the Ghanaian society in general. According to #spondents once a relative dies it is mandatory
for the remaining relatives to organize a funebalring funerals the family and friends gather
and mourn with the bereaved family, make donatiortee form of drinks and money and show
their last respect to the deceased. It is alsonduttiis period that disputes among the family
members are settled by tfeme metsitgjhead of a clan) and elders in the clan. In thieall the
members of the clan are expected to gather duhisgaccasion. They do not have any other

option than to move to their hometowns to atterdftimeral.

Traditional festival was also noted as one of ttegomreasons for going to Volta Region which
also indicates how relevant traditional festivaigheir area of origin to them, even if they have

never lived there themselves. According to the aadpnts, during festivals prayers are offered
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by pouring libation and ask for prosperity and Idifgy During festivals development projects are
also planned where people donate towards the dawelat of the communities and villages. It is
also the period when conflicts and disputes ardegeamong themselves and also for family
reunification. These and other things make theaedents value and cherish such occasion and it
also the occasion to bring their relatives to Almaka start fishing and therefore do not hesitate

to be part of such occasion.

Perhaps the frequent movement of people from Abakanthe Volta Region means that
information is communicated to the relatives anenfds in the Volta Region and this could lead
to their relatives often follow them back to AbakaThe movement of fishers to Volta Region
indicates a strong bond of kinship and traditidaatily ties between migrants and their home of
origin. Clearly, relatives in the Volta Region wiatlow them to Abakam use this as a livelihood
strategy to improve their conditions of living &&y also enter into fishing and farming activities

when they arrive in Abakam.

6.6.0. Management of the resources

6.6.1. Formal institutions in resources use and magement

Agrawal et al. (1999:637) define institutions as gleformal and informal rules and norms that
guide interaction of humans and other nature. imlay institutions can then be examined as an
essential device that stipulate the way in whighgs must be done among people of diverse or
similar status, people and natural resources. &ilpjlthe institutions (formal and informal) on
the resource management affect and regulate thatiast of the fishers and farmers in diverse
ways in Abakam. The formal institutions are the am&tituted by the government on fishery
resources. Members of fishing communities are wdrrby regulations which are set by
government officials as to how much fish they catctl, where and when they can catch it and
also how they can catch it. The marine fisheriesasein Ghana has separate management
subsystems for small pelagics, large pelagics, dsatsee shrimp and lobsters. Three main
elements of management regime in Ghana are: lignitidustrial vessel fishing effort by limiting
entry into the fishery through a licensing regimeescribing the mesh sizes to be used in any

particular fishery in order to limit the exploitati of juvenile or immature fishes and finally
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establishment of Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) #hdend a nation’s economic interests 200
nautical miles (370km) from the coast (MoF, 2002).

The issue of resource management in the realm shiefies sector is basically a national
development issue (FAO, 2004:65). The main ideaesthblishing management rules and
regulations on the pelagic fishery is the protectad juveniles of sardinella. This means that
these regulations are mainly expected to work geoto limit inputs such as mesh size limits
which are used by the fishers for the protectiotheffish. Efforts are also made to identify and
take actions to help predict in order to reducedfen high inconsistency in the abundance and
accessibility of small pelagic fish resources. Thisans that trapping of the small pelagic fish by
fishers would then reduce in order to maintaingtistainability of the fish resources. To protect
the large pelagic fish, standard regulations ssead through the management regime and these
regulations must be complied by all Ghana-basedeleqIbid). This implies that the main
concern here is the enforcement of the regulationsnsure that juveniles escape and survive
from nets. This is done to protect fish resoufoes extinct.

There is also management plan for the demersdlsries which deals with major culprits for
stock depletion: shrimpers and trawlers. The mamagée plan main objective is to the allow
stock to recover to a sustainable level, where dsivg could be done with time without end
(Ibid). This therefore means that the rationaléite this management practices is for the
sustainability of the fish stock. For effective mgement of the demersals fisheries, trawling
activity are not allowed within the Inshore ExchesiZzone (IEZ) while regulations on mesh size
are also strongly enforced. This means that thessgsures are put in place for the management

and the sustainability of marine resources in Glenahole.

For proper management of fish resources in Ghanay rgavernment organizations as well as
traditional (local communities) are involved in themnagement and conservation of the fishing
resource including Fisheries commission, Departnmnfisheries, District Assemblies and

Community-Based Fisheries Management Committeessd brganizations play key roles in the
protection of the marine resources in Ghana. Tloxeign; regulate the behaviour of the fishers as

well as providing assistance to the fishers thratnghgovernment of Ghana.
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The Fisheries Commission has the authoritative canimto regulate and manage fishery
resources and coordinate fishery policy. The mam af the commission is to ensure that
fisheries resources are exploited on a sustainbaes, settle disputes and conflicts among
operators, advises government on all matters celadefisheries, and advocates on issues to
protect, promote and develop the fishing indusitnidj. The Department of Fishery (DoF) serves
as the implementation secretariat of the Fisheryn@ssion, The DoF performs the
implementation function through :( 1) preparatiohfighery resource management plans by
which the various organisations use;( 2) develogroémegulations for the fishing industry; (3)
organization of MCs for the national fishery resms and ensuring compliance with national
fisheries law; and institutionalizing co-managemebistrict Assemblies (DA), under the
Ministry of local Government and Rural Developm@it. GRD), are one of the key government
organisations which are active in the marine resmumanagement in Ghana. The main
responsibility of the MLGRD is to help to establiahd develop a vibrant and well-equipped
decentralized system of Local Government at thalldevel. MLGRD is also in charge of
managing fishers, fish processors and fishery megguat District and sub district levels (Ibid).
The DA has been given the authority to assist fislresource management by: helping in
forming and sustaining CBFMCs; cooperating with b@F, MCS unit. They also help in the
provision of legal and financing support to the GBEFS; and approving levies which are
proposed by the CBFMCs (Ibid). By this the DA atdeato contribute meaningful to the
sustainability of the fishery resources in Ghanaaddition to above organisations which are into
fishery management, there is also a Community-Basistieries Management Committees
(CBFMCs) in the management of the fish resourceShana. These are committees which are
found at the local level and are formed in a fighaommunity. These committees are based on
existing traditional leadership authority and logalernment structures in which power is given
to them legally by common Law. The CBFMCs is resole for the enforcement of the national
fisheries laws at community level, as well as tacrand enforce their own by-laws to the same

end.

According to the MoF, the overall fisheries managatris guided by a general legal framework

with the major sections related to the building andortation of motor fishing vessels; licensing
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of fishing craft; operation of motor fishing vess#l also addresses prohibition of the use of
explosives such as carbide and dynamics; gearictests; and prohibition of the landing of
juvenile fish. In addition to the organizations wlhiprovide rules and regulations to the
management of fishery resources in Ghana, Co- neanagt has also been adopted to help
provide the necessary measures to boost the fishanagement. Co-management is defined as
‘an arrangement where the government and the vamges groups share the responsibility for
resource managemer{Sen and Nielsen 1996) and this is one possidligtisn to the disturbing
problems of resource exploitation and for that erdisheries and land resources in Abakam. The
basic idea of the concept of co-management isohafficient and legitimate management of the
resources the user groups need to be involvededtin fisheries management. The main
objectives of the Co-management in Ghana are tluceethe poverty in the fishing communities
and also to gain better access to public servizesigh the decentralization process as well as
protection of the environment and natural resouofdte water bodies ((bid). For any effective
fisheries management to be successful the fishestuer groups must support its efforts because
they are closed to the resource and that such sup@o only become visible when the fishing
communities are certain that regulations are warkintheir best interests. This means that for
effective co-management to exist and function wk# individual fishers must actively be
involved through understanding and the rules musb denefit them but not only the
government. To make the Co-management work effelgtim Ghana, there is also a formation of
Community-based Fisheries Management CommitteesFKGEs) in co-management. This
means that members in a particular community oaraa are responsible for the planning and

enforcement of fisheries regulations.

The introduction of the Co-management has imprdkednteraction between fishers in Abakam
and government authorities by expressing their eorecand grievances to the government in
power. This means that fishers’ voices are heardhbyauthority through the co-management.
Migrant fishers are empowered in the participatiodecision-making on the use of the resource.
This implies that the fishers of Abakam also taket jn the decision making process regarding

the resource management at the community level.
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6.6.2. Informal institutions in resource management

A country like Ghana’s future depends on the prapsage of its natural resources. This means
that proper management measures need to be takenaethe local level for its sustainability.
The primary aim of fishery management is to cornsehe fish stock (Gordon and Amatekpor,
1999:63). The local people of Abakam have variodsrimal institutions or what Colding and
Folke (2001) described as ‘social taboos’ that guidman conduct toward natural environment
and for that matter regulate and manage the fishadyland resources. According to Ostrom
(1992), institutions are operational rules or rdtesise by a set of individuals to organize
recurring activity that bring onto being results igvh affect those individuals and possibly
affecting others as well (lbid in Olsson and FoBQO1l: 87).In many traditional coastal
communities and for that matter Abakam these unstihs tend to regulate access to fisheries
resources, when to fish, how to fish and what $b.fi These institutions help in conserving the
fish stocks at the local level. Below are the @asi institutions, rules and regulatiorse (kple

gogowoin Ewe) which regulate the use of the resources.

6.6.2.1. No fishing on Tuesdays and farming on 3dlays

The fishers of Abakam do not go to fishing on Tagsdand farm on Thursdays as a result of
various reasons. Some of the respondents wereeofidw that it was a tradition that their
forefathers came to meet. To them it was institutgdthe CCTC and it was kept by their
forefathers and they also came to meet and therefoeying it. These days are obeyed not only
by the Abakam fishers but also the native Fantes ark also into fishing and farming. Some of
the respondents were of the view that Tuesdaydiayafor the god of the selpsompoand her
children to come around to eat and so there isaea rof disturbing them. Other respondents
linked this day to an old legend that women usedado sea and a great misfortune happened
when all the women perished and this incident ageclion Tuesday; it is thus regarded as a
sacred day and this must be respected by all. Hemvether respondents were also of the
opinion that Tuesdays are periods where the fistestsafter the week’s work. During this day
fishers mend their torn nets and put the fishingrgén shape. The scientific idea associated with
not fishing on Tuesdays is that, the dayofen set aside and fishers and the ecosystem are
expected to rest (Hens, 2006). The Thursdays whieh also associated with non farming

activities are also linked to traditional beliefid also believed by the respondents that the gods
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of the landasaase yaaare also expected to play functions on the lartiso Thursdays are set

aside for the gods while the farmers also usegb fidhe main idea behind this is for the land to
regain its fertility which serves as a managementanservation measure. This means that
through this informal measure the sea and the kmedconserved and fishers’ activities are

restricted and regulated.

6.6.2.2. Casting shift system

The fishers have their system of regulating theuese through ‘casting shift system’. This is
due to the number of canoes/beach seines in Abakaere are currently nine canoes/beach
seines operating in Abakam. Due to the fact tHathal canoes cannot go to the sea at the same
time to fish each company has a particular timeasting the beach seine and one cannot cast
unless it is his turn. The first company castshibach seine at dawn, after some time then the
second company follows up. Failure to cast the bhaame at a particular time means one’s time
is past for that shift and cannot cast till it iets turn again. The main idea here is to regulete
guantity of fish catch at a particular time, prevvevercrowding at the shore as well as preventing
the fish from extinction. This also serves as ahmaism to regulate competition among the
fishers (Lindqvist and Molsa 1990:196). By thisywthey are also able to protect the aquatic
ecosystem for sustainable use. Even though sontkeofishers complain about this ‘shifting
system’ for preventing them from fishing everydhgyt also appreciate the other side of the coin
in terms of managing the fishery resource as oneecawner comments: ‘is good we operate

on this shifting system if not we would have bedching almost all the fish at the same time and
nothing would be left for tomorrdwThis means that the fishers understand the sysé
conserving for the future and they believe that shdting system can contribute toward the

sustainability of the fish stock

6.6.2.3. No fishing during festivals and funerals

Fishing and farming are also not allowed duringefats and festivals in Abakam. Traditional

festivals and funerals are occasions which aregmzed and valued in Ghana in general and in
Abakam as well. During festivals the people pobation to their small gods and ancestors and
ask for long life, prosperity, good catch amongeotthings and therefore everybody is expected
to attend the festival for these blessings. Tholse are absent would not receive such blessings

from their ancestors and this makes it mandatomttend the festival. It has been observed that
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duringHomowofestival among the Gas in Ghana, certain perioeseserved for resting among
the fishers and this is to make it possible forfibk to hatch the eggs they have laid (Alhassan,
2006:538). This is to ensure more fish in the comityu which will then help the assurance of
human sustenance as well as reducing the depletifish stock. The community also organizes
funerals for death. During this period the fishars expected to attend the funeral to mourn with
the bereaved family. It is expected that those wbald be absent during the funeral would not
get any favour from the community when they aresheed in the organization of the funeral. In
this case they have made it mandatory not to emtyarfishing or farming during these periods.
According to the respondents although during swmtiods income are lost for not fishing they

also recognize relevance of such periods and thera@bide by them.

6.6.2.4. No fishing/farming during conflicts

Conflicts over resources, especially land, are mmn developing countries including Ghana.
Several land cases end up in judicial serviceshersettlement. The issue of conflict also arises
in Abakam as conflicts sometimes arise over theasehland resources usually among the crew
members, among the fishmongers and also betweerbdheh seine owners and his crew
members. It also originates among the fishers dmad fishmongers. Conflicts over land in
Abakam usually occur when the landlords are infattieat the farmers are cheating on them
especially theabusasystem of farming. This results in sometimes #ned| being taken away
from the farmers. Fishers sometimes also quarrel mgues during fishing. When these disputes/
conflicts arise people are not allowed to fish amf until it is settled. People who are found
either fishing or farming during these periods sually summoned befor&ogbui in the

community.

6.6.2.5. No fighting during fishing/farming

Fighting is one of the institutions that govern tieed of the sea and land resources in Abakam.
According to the respondents, Fishers are forbidddmght during fishing. This is so as they are
of the belief that when one falls into the seahe tourse of fighting the person would get
drowned in the sea and might die. When this happieasion and other rituals have to be
performed by thelogbui/fu fiato pacify the small gods in the sea for forgivenbsfore any
fishing activities would take place. It is alsoeief that people who fight in farms have to pacify

the gods of the land for disturbing them and thdtife to do that would cause spiritual problems
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to the entire community. To avoid this situatioghing has been prohibited during fishing or

when at farms. This helps to maintain peace andrandthe community.

6.6.2.6. The use of standard mesh size

The beach seine, or what the fishers call ‘seirtg ethe type of net which is used in the
catching of fish in Abakam. The net has differer@sh sizes depending on the type of fish being
targeted. The fishers agree that the smaller mgshnets are far more expensive than the large
nets. The smallest mesh size is used for landivenjile fish whilst the larger mesh sizes are used
for the big fish. However, unless these nets gstrdyed by big vessels or boulders at sea,
acquisition of a new net is unusual but sectionthefnets are replaced with new sheet netting as
and when they wear out. It is a common sight td fime fishers craftily using special needles to
repair portions of nets in the afternoons and aeparing for net day’s expedition. Ropes and
floats are also replaced as and when required. rdotpto the respondents, standard mesh size is
given to them by the Ministry of Fisheries. This ghesize serves as a check to prevent the
juvenile fish from being trapped. However, the mggents were of the opinion that some of the
fishers do not use the standard mesh size andféhereapping the juvenile fishes. To ensure
effective use of the mesh size thefia usually inform the fishers about the need for ugimg
mesh size prescribed to them as this help theosesgenerate since not all the juveniles fish are

caught.

6.6.2.7. The use of explosives and poisonous chbEmic

It has been noted that explosives such as dynaamitgépoisonous chemicals, such as DDT, are
being used by other fishers as a method of fishifgs does not only kill the fish but also
destroy the juvenile fish in stock as well. In dgidh, the fish are contaminated when being
caught and this results in health related disefsethe consumers. Above all the sea water also
gets contaminated due to the poisonous chemicalsaansuch affecting the fishers and the
general public at large. Even though strict regoitet are put on the use of dynamites and these
poisonous chemicals by the Ministry of Fisheriesotigh the formal institutions most of the
respondents were of the view that some fisherkusté these methods in fishing. It therefore
becomes necessary for the local authorities su¢heaBogbuiandfu fia to consistently remind
the fishers about the need to avoid such lethaimatads in order to maintain good fishing

conditions as well as protecting the ecosystem.
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It can be argued out that both the formal and tfiermmal institutions elaborated above work
together for the sustainability of the natural rgses. In all, the formal institutions on the fighe
resources by the government seem to focus muchhenntlustrial fishing rather than on the
small-scale fishers. This makes the informal infths become relevant in terms of getting
access to fishing grounds and management of ther&sources at the local levdterhaps
without these institutions the natural resourcesuldiohave been mismanaged and its
sustainability would have been in jeopardy. Howedespite the existence of these institutions
(formal and informal), conflicts arise among thehrs and these need to be looked at. The next
sub-chapters explain the major causes of congligcteng fishers, how the conflicts are negotiated

and the sanctions met by those who violate th&utisins.

6.7. Conflicts among the fishers

Conflicts usually arise among the fishers in Abakamnd according to the respondents several
people are involved in the conflicts. It was idéat from the respondents that the main groups
of people who usually engage in conflicts are: agnthre crew members, canoe owner and crew
members, among the fishmongers, landlords and fayraenong other groups. The main forms
of conflicts that arise include insults, argumeptsysical injuries, and curses among other forms.

The major causes of the conflicts according toréspondents are diverse and numerous.

According to the respondents sharing of fish amtblegishmongers is one of the major causes of
conflicts in Abakam. This normally occurs among fistmongers and the crew member who is
sharing the fish. The fishmongers get the fishgnat quantity with a measuring pan. According
to the respondents some of fishmongers are greedytlaey complain that some of the
fishmongers get certain species of fish or theeeadot of big fish in one of the fishmongers’ pan
than the others during measurement and they begouarrel with the. This results into hot
arguments and may sometimes ends with fighting e#cér. The insults sometimes extend to
their husbands and their husbands also get inviah@der to maintain their honour. Another
major cause of conflicts is casting across nets iah@ppens among the fishers. This usually
arises when the ‘casting shift system’ is violat&then the fishers violate their shifting time or

did not go to sea as they are suppose to go tihelyttecast the net across others nets. This makes
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some of the fishers lose their catch and this Briagout a lot of argument and insults. The
situation worsens when they insult each other flanger time and this results in casting curses
on each other.

The determination of price of fish per pan can atesults in conflicts according to the
respondents. Each canoe has one fishmonger whaibargnd determines the price. Once the
price is determined all other fishmongers would hugng the same price. The prices do
sometime create misunderstanding on both the Bsaed the fishmongers and this results into
argument and generates quarrels among themselisagrBement/misunderstanding between the
canoe owner and the crew members also brings ctmflChis happens when one side feel
cheated. In each fishing trip, crew members shgualey among themselves fish of superior
quality but which was not caught in large quantitya crew member decides to cheat the other
without sharing the catch equally it generates latnafat the beach. The respondents also
identified that at times crew members cheat th@eawner by hiding some of the day’s catch.
This usually happens when the canoe owner is woinarwhen the catch is landed. Also a fisher
is entitled to his remuneration even if he is umabl go to sea because of sickness. In situations
where the canoe owner does not pay the sick pegamerates conflicts between them. At a
certain point in time too some of the fishers refts pay the annual levy to CCTC. When this
happens the Abakam chief orders his people to godto collect these levies and this also raises
issues among themselves. In addition if the CCTidrdermed that certain canoes are operating

without consulting them it also generates conflsveen the Fantes and the Ewes.

Conflicts also arise between the landlords andfdheers due to thabusasystem of farming.
This system is usually based on trust that the éesmvould divide the crops into three equal
parts and one is given to the landlord. The respotsdnoted that at certain times the farmers do
hide some of the harvested crops before they stharaest with the landlord. The conflicts
originate when the landlords get to know about g/ farmers are cheating them. The fishers
sometimes also get cheated by the fishmongerseardivn wives. According to the respondents
some of their wives or fishmongers buy on credidl gay them after sales. The wives go to
market and come back to tell the husbands abouptames from the market and therefore would

like to reduce the price which were offered to th@rhe fishers sometimes find it difficult to
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comprehend them and begin to doubt as one respbodemments: we sometimes prefer to sell
our fish to other fishmongers than our wives beeanfghe stories we often hear from our wives’
This means that the fishers lose trust in theirewiand prefer to sell to other fishmongers. A
guestion was asked why they prefer to sell thetfistther fishmongers than their wives on credit
and one commentedwith other fishmongers we can collect our moneyeivtehey sold them at
the market at a loss but with our wives we findificult to take the exact money when they tell
us stories’ This implies that the fishers trust other fishmers than their wives in monetary
issues and can take the exact money from the tfinongers but not from their wives. On the
other hand some of the fishmongers were also ovidwe that they sometimes lend the fishers
money but they sell the fish to other fishmongeistead of them and this also generates into
insults and other forms quarrels. The implicatisrthiat conflicts can originate from both parties

(fishers or fishmongers).

Case study 2 shows a wife/fishmonger who buys fr@mhusband on credit and how conflicts
arise among fishers.

Case study 2

Kpuitor is a 45- year old wife who is a fishmong8he buys her husband’s catch on credit and
smokes it. The fish is parched into baskets andkisn to market centres usually Denu, Kumasi,
Accra (Mamprobi) and Mankessim by herself. Timeng@elling the fish ‘depends on the market
conditions’ as she comments depends on the clients. If the market is favbiled can return

as early as two days but unfavourable market canewake me spend one month. | therefore
render account to my husband as soon as | retwm fthe market’.She therefore uses the little
profit that she gets from the sales on her childreducation.

Kpuitor has three children and has been able teadiher children with the profits the she gets
as one of the children is a Polytechnic graduatidevthe remaining two are Senior High School
graduates. She claims that the low catches in téteas make her unable to get hold of fish to
smoke in order to make more profits. Despite this gives loans to the net owners and crew
members when they are in difficulties. As to whag fishmongers do during off season she

commentswe just sleep just like how you saw as sleeping’
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When questioned on conflicts in Abakam she claimas tonflicts sometimes arise in the form of
qguarrel and sometimes they go fighting each othenahere is misunderstanding. She claims
that quarrel arises due to struggle in buying thle. fThis occurs when they think that one pan is
full than the other or one fishmonger is gettingrenof specific species of the fish than the other
fishmongers. She also admitted that she sometimadslittle misunderstanding between her
husband and her especially when the market wagamotirable and she tries to explain to him.
Kpuitor claims that the major problem that the figingers face is the problem of financga (
nya). As a result ofja nyashe sometimes finds it difficult to buy wire nebsskets, papers and

firewood needed in the processing of fish.

It can therefore be seen from this case that dwaugh she earns small profit from the fish sales,
she is able to invest on her children’s educatidnclv therefore means that her children’s
education is of high priority for her. In this cases noted that buying on credit is one of the
characteristics among the fishmongers in Abakarth@dishmongers do not have the means to
buy the fish in case. It therefore means thattl®rn connection between the economic status of
the fishmongers and conflicts with their husbardshe sense that there would not be conflict
should the fishmongers have the money and are tabfgy the fishers ready money before
sending the fish to the market. Getting accessédish from the crew members or net owners
also depends on the economic status of the fisharoidis is so because fishmongers who offer
loans to the net owners and the fishers duringptheeason or when they are in difficulties are
influential in terms of accessing the fish fromrthdt can also review from the above case that
conflicts are parts of the fishing activities ahéttthey emerge from all angles of the industry.
Perhaps proper sharing of fish among fishmongerddcalso reduce the conflict situations

among the fishmongers.
6.8. Negotiations of conflicts

For every institution to be obeyed certain struesumust be put in place to enforce these
institutions. Johannes (2002) identified in Vanudtat CBMRM was enforced by the village

authorities, not the fishery Department (p.318)e Bluation is not different in Abakam as far as
the enforcement of the local institutions is coneer Although the fishers are aware of these

institutions, a question was asked about the impbos of breaking the institutions on the
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resource management and it was responded‘Watare very much aware of the consequences
of breaking these rulefinstitutiong as breaking them has spiritual connotation duethe
believe of the existence of the smaller gods acthkeffects due to how our fellow fishers may
perceive you' However despite the fact that the fishers are awdérthese institutions, various
enforcement mechanisms are put in place in Abakamthie enforcement on the institutions
regulating the access, usage and the managemtr ofarine and the land natural resources as

well as negotiation of conflicts in Abakam.

One of such mechanisms put in place to enforcenttéutions governing the resources as well
as negotiating conflicts among fishers is through et owners. Conflicts are bound to happen
but they are normally solved by various ways. Adaag to the respondents most of the conflicts,
especially the quarrels, end at the beach anddbeayot carry it home. In addition, most of the
conflicts are resolved among themselves. Howevesituation where the fishers are unable to
settle due to the complexity of the issue they imedhe net/canoe owners to handle the case.
The owners of the canoe/beach seine are awaree omgblications of breaking such institutions
and so they make sure that during such occasi@ysdt not allow their crew members to cast
nets. According to the respondents, the fishersndieéves also enforce these institutions by

making sure that they do not fish or farm on suctaesions.

The case is then transferred to the chief of Abakacdhhis council of elders if the net owners are
unable to solve the problem. Chiefs perform a §iggmt role through intervention in disputes
and conflicts which are frequent and multifacetédbdulai, 2006:575). Chiefs settle various
forms of disputes and involve in conflicts managetm@botchie et al, 2006:109) on land and
others even beyond their jurisdiction. The Ghanalhiefs also play a unifying role in their
community (ibid: 115) by maintaining domestic hamp@mongst their people. In cases respects
accorded to chiefs depend on their ability to hamibblems when they occur in the community
(Abdulai, 2006:575). The chiefs in Ghanaian socieayve the power to control and enforce
traditions and rules. The 1992 constitution of Ghatates: “The Institution of chieftaincy,
together with its traditional councils as estal#islby customary law and usage is guaranteed”.
This means that chiefs’ power and authority is gatred in the Ghanaian constitution. In

Ghanaian society chiefs are very influential in tfaelitional setting. Their power and authority is
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not challenged. In a similar way, the chiebgbui Gbagba lIwho is also the chief fisheiy fia,

in Abakam with his elders of the community makeedinat fishers and farmers in the community
abide by the institutions that regulate the resesir@ he chiefs are given the legitimate power and
authority to rule once they are installed (Akro206:196). Chiefs play a role by ruling on
behalf of the ancestors as custodians of the cwsstomd traditions of society (ibid: 197). This
means that it is the duty of the chiefs to protaadl enforce customs (institutions) in a locality.
They also impose the sanctions and also enforcealments of the fines among others. It has
been noted that the payment of local council’'sdefampoor) has been enforced through the
authority of the traditional leaders (chiefs andee$) (Seini, 2006:551). Over the years chiefs
have played significant roles to create and enfams@tutions. It has been noted that over the
years chiefs have representatives on the beachcollext tolls (Odotei, 2002:26). This implies
that chiefs play a relevant role when it comes ritoreement of rules in their locality and in

relation to resource management.

In circumstances where the case is beyond the ohigituations where the parties are unwilling
to make peace prevail the case is transferredet€ @TC where th®guahenend his elders will

sit on the case. However, despite all these chanbglwish they settle their disputes the
respondents admitted that a case hardly goes beyendhief of Abakam which signifies the
respect that they have for their chief. This maaas even though disputes usually arise over the

resources the above discussed ways are used wowethe problem.
6.9. Sanctions on violation of informal institutiors

Sanctions intervene when fishers violate the mstihs. According to the respondents several
sanctions are put in place in Abakam to enforce ittgtitutions regulating the use of the
resources. The major sanction against the fishaswolate the institutions is payment of fines.
According to the respondents those who break tistitutions are summoned before the
chief/chief fisher to explain themselves. They #ren advised against such behaviour and are
made to pay fines, usually not less than 50 Ghada(eabout US $50) to the chief and his elders
to serve as a deterrent to other fishers. This méaat traditional rulers (chiefs, elders among
others) play important roles in effective manageinoématural resources by providing sanctions

to people. In certain situations, the fisher is enldispose the fish back into the sea.
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Another sanction against fishers is that he wdnddorohibited from fishing in the community.
However, this depends on whether the same perdonns of doing that for a continuous period
of time. The respondents claimed that if a paréicylerson continues to violate the institutions
they believe that that particular fisher has avientions on the fishing occupation and that such
person cannot continue to be fishing with them Whidll then results in a total prohibition from
fishing. This has been noted by Alhassan (200&) people are made to pay fines to the chiefs
to “check improper resource management” and thatreecases could lead to banishment and
“restrainment from using a particular piece of fagtid, 534). It must be acknowledged that
even though prohibition was mentioned by the redpats there were no case(s) to support that
which therefore means that although this sanctigorahibition exist, it has not been applied to
anyone before. Another major sanction against tHogeers who refused to abide by the
institutions is that they are made to pacify the@kgods of the landagaase yagand the gods of
the sealfosompd by performing rituals including pouring of libati and slaughtering of a lamb
to ask for forgiveness from the gods and also aslpifotection as well. This is done due to the
religious aspect of the fishing industry. The seaeen as a god and this is supported by Ga oral
tradition that the god of the sea is the third ebGod after sky and earth (Odotei, 2002:26) and
therefore must be pacified anytime people offen@htrough this ritual the fisher is cleansed and
would be allowed to fish. This means that failtoe@bide by the institutions damage the rumour
of fisher as an honest fisher. In a similar wag, $ka and the land are seen as gods and therefore
Ghanaians understand that a farmer or fisher wieaptoiting the sea or land resources could be
punished if he or she offended the land by not gisinin conformity to “laid down rules”
(Alhassan, 2006:531). In addition, farmers or frsh@lso enjoy blessings and benefits from the
land and sea if exploited according to the presdritvays (ibid). This suggests that the main
rationale behind is for effective maintenance & tish and land resources and that traditional
authorities apply their powers to bring into plaget needed sanctions to ensure that

environmental resources are conserved for the herel.
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CHAPTER SEVEN: THEORY AND REALITY IN ABAKAM

7.1. Introduction

This chapter discusses the findings in Abakam laticn to the theory of the environmental
entitlement approach presented in chapter threetladesearch objectives as well. The main
concepts in the theory which are discussed hededacinstitutions, endowments, entitlement,

differentiated social actors and capabilities.

7.2. Discussion of the findings

The concept of the environmental entitlement tosclwm how the formal and informal
institutions mediate and regulate the use of tkeurces. In Abakam, although both institutions
exist the informal institutions are the major deterant of the resource management and access
to resources. The informal institutions noted bwdte et al (1999), which are supported by the
existing chieftaincy, regulate inhabitants actionswhat, how and when to do things at certain
times. That is, the informal institutions mediat®ple’s endowment and are able to regulate their
capabilities to achieve their well-being. In a daniway in Abakam, these informal institutions
regulate the social actors’ behaviour on how treoueces are accessed, maintained and used.
The use of standard mesh size (informal institijoim Abakam which regulates the social
actors’ behaviour thereby managing the resourceaddition explosive and poisonous chemicals
which are used by fishers are also regulated tlirdhg informal institutions. The continuous
practices of the informal institutions by the fishand farmers help to restrict their actions which

serve as a regulating mechanism to check theink@lraon the usage of the resources.

The non fishing and farming days instituted by thi®rmal institutions serve as management
mechanism for conservation of the resources insé@and to maintain the fertility of the land

although the fishers and farmers attribute thegeatlitional believes and believe that it the gods
of the sea and the land which demand that. By ttreséishers and farmers are regulated by the
informal institutions on how to manage the resosifog sustainability purposes. This then adds

to Leach et al (1999) idea of the role of instdo8 on mediating or regulating social actors’
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behaviour on resources. It has been noted thaintbhemal institutions command sanctions by
customary and traditional rights of access, usecandrol of the resources through the concept of
chieftaincy in Abakam and that of CCTC by imposigious forms of negotiation processes and
sanctions to those fishers who violate the rulé®es€é sanctions are used to limit the manner the
people of Abakam utilize the natural resourceslalibd to them. These institutions have become
necessary due to the nature of fishing groundsgb@inommon pool resource. One can say that
since fishing ground is a common pool resourcehaut the informal institutions at the local

level the fish resources would have been extinct.

My findings on the informal institutions agree wiHaughton's (1996) claim of insufficient
institutional capacity jeopardize the health ofhéises and aquatic systems. The informal
institutions in Abakam are to some extend active are able to control fishers’ behaviour so as
to enhance fishing activities in the area and naanthe resource for sustainable use at the same
time. This is because the introduction of ‘castamift system’, non fishing day, and the use of
lethal chemicals in fishing help to maintain theiaiic systems. The findings also confirm Odoi’s
(1995) idea that the use of chemicals and smalhreze are detrimental to marine resources and
this explains why the informal institutions in Alzak place emphasis on the mesh size and the

poisonous chemicals.

The use of rituals such as pacifying the gods efdba and the land when people violate the
informal institutions by the chiefs also suppor idea already noted by Tvedten and Hersoug
(1992) that magic and rituals are integral paffisifers. These rituals are performed seasonally as
noted in chapter six by the chiefs and the nataet€s with the belief of restoring unity between
the gods of the sea and land and the fishers antefa so as to have good catches and harvest.
The sanctions which are imposed on the individishler's and farmers such as payment of fines,
disposing of fish caught, pacifying the gods witttemb, who violate the informal institutions
serve as a deterrent to others and these indibate informal institutions regulate fishers’

behaviour on the use of the resources.

Sen (1981) talked about access to resources thnmagket channels while Leach et al (1999)

modified the concept by explaining that, thereatter ways of having access to and control over

85



resources through channels like the kinship, mgefi@ustomary laws, conventions and norms,
which lie outside the formal legal system. In teigdy it is shown that access to or the right to
fishing grounds in Abakam is obtained through theeftaincy system which therefore affirms
Leach et al (1999). For example the Anlo-Ewe mitgan Abakam are able to get access to
fishing rights through the payment of dueguaheneand abiding by the informal institutions.
This implies that people’s access to fishing grauddpend on the local chieftaincy arrangement
in the study area and their practicing of the taitns embedded in the chieftaincy system which
are outside the formal system realm of gaining s£de resources.. In this case so long as the
fishers continue to abide by the informal instias at the local level and continue to pay the

annual dues guarantee their fishing rights andssctethe resources.

In relation to access to land, both the marketokl which are supported by formal legal

property rights noted by Sen (1981) and other cblsniy Leach et al (1999) are applicable in
Abakam. In Abakam, as noted already in chaptersire of the respondents were able to get
access to land resources through purchase whikrsotjained access to the land through the
informal ways by engaging in th@Busa’ system of cropping and inheritance. These clearly
indicate that accessibility to and command oveouwese could be achieved through formal and
informal channels. Therefore, my empirical findingsncerning rights and the means to gain
access to fishing grounds and land resources addtto Sen (1981) and Leach et al (1999)
views of access to resources through both formdliaformal ways. This also adds to Berry’'s

(1989) finding that people can gain access to mesgsuin certain parts of Africa through

purchase.

There is gender equality in terms of the legitimadyaccessing the resource, but effective
command over the resource is in the hands of mbis. i$ due to the gender ideology and the
gender division of labour coupled with the cultupakriers that obstruct the women from going
into the sea and farm in Ghana in general. Inwhstern world, women ought to have direct
access to fishing rights but the situation in Ghandifferent as a result of gender division of
labour where women are into fish processing andirtgawhile men are into the actual fishing
activity. This implies that the legitimate effeicvommand over the resources is gender biased.

In a similar way, age is also a factor in gettimgess to fishing grounds as children were not
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allowed to go sea with canoe. As it has been natedhapter five the crew members are
generally the youth around the ages of 20 and abwleng it difficult for certain people under

certain category of age group to get access touress. This also confirms Leach et al
(1999:233) claim that some social actors are unablenobilize some adornments to make
effective use of others and that kinship-basedtutgins may represent power relations which
are structured around gender and age which leavegyavomen to be underprivileged in their
capability to have control over their own labodiherefore my findings show that women are not
able to utilize their endowment to make direct oédishing grounds as this is related to local
gender ideology even though women indirectly make of fish resources through processing
and trading. This indicates that for a woman to djetct access to fishing ground she must
channel it through a man. Women who are able wrafthe fishing gears leave them in the care

of men who go to sea with it and render accoutti@end of the day to canoe or the net owner.

The ability of the inhabitants in Abakam to useitlendowments through their capabilities’
depend on the principle of differentiation of sé@ators. The wealthy (beach seine owners) are
able to diversify their livelihoods and make maximuse of the resources due to their economic
status as compared to the poor (crew members).méans that the rich are able to have more
access to resources than the poor. That is if ®@dle to acquire more than one beach seine or
canoe one would have more access to the resouramsthose who are unable to have beach
seine. In this case those who control power andtineidne Togbuiand beach seine owners in
Abakam, are able to transform their endowments entiitlement to improve their lots. This is so
because the beach seine owners have control irs tefrmvealth and are able to buy other things
like provision of accommodation, payments of chalids school fees and provision of basic
necessity for themselves. On the other hand, tloe who could not afford the beach seine and
canoe have limited access to the resource thawdhéhy people and are unable to to transform
their endowments through their capabilities to iavar their well-being. This is also in line with
Leach et al (1999) idea that some social actoesind are possible to overcome others due to

existing power relations.

My findings reviewed that the chief and the beaeme owners who are wealthy and control

power which makes them more influential and are @ablovercome the poor such as the crew
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members, children among other marginalized groopghe community. In this way, it has been
established that endowment mapping among the wealttifferent from that of the poor where

it was emphasized by Leach et al 1999. The poor arkounable to buy fishing gear (like the
beach seine and canoe) becomes economically exkc(Bi#me, 2003:960) and therefore are not
able to access the resources. The figures fronGtiema canoe frame survey from 1986 to 2004
which are shown in table 5 indicate that the fishieho own the beach seines are the same fishers
who own the canoes as the number of canoes anth Beates over the years are the same. At
the time of fieldwork the number of beach seined&lpakam had increased from seven to nine.
The general impression is that there has not bleming increased in the number of canoes and
beach seines over the years in Abakam which therafalicates that the rich who own the
fishing gears continue to exploit the poor who airafford the gears to enable them get access
to the resources. This therefore means that thecoatinue to be rich while the poor still remain
poor in the sense that the poor are being explaitece their livelihoods’ depend on the canoe

owners (rich).

The class exploitation is institutionalized in tthlae canoe owner takes half of the total amount
of daily catches while the crew members (20 in nersp also take the remaining half. This

means that at the end of each catch the canoe @yetetwenty times what each crew member
gets and this clearly indicates a high class etation which makes the crew members continue
to be poorer. It can also be deduced from talileab only few fishers have direct access to the
fishing grounds. The implication is that even thiodighers gain access to fishing rights provided
they abide by the institutions and pays their Igyigot every fisher is able to access the fish
resources as a result of the problem of acquirisigrfg gears. This means that only those who
can afford fishing gears would be able to get diesxcess to the resources in order to improve
their well-being. It can therefore be said thahaligh people might have endowments not all
would are able to transform their endowments torowe their well-being due to socio-economic

problems. Hence different social actors are ablentximize their capabilities through their

endowment in different ways to enhance their liviogditions.

Accessibility to land in Abakam was acquired inelaimain ways as noted above and it can be

deduced from these three ways that the rich whalle to buy the land from the landlords are
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able to improve their lots and diversify their liv®ods since they have control and command
over the land. Those who own land are capable iiguthe land to do other things and can
decide to grow different types of crops of whiclkeyttwill not be restricted or could use the land
for other profitable ventures. On the other har poor who engages @mbusasystem of
farming is controlled and regulated by the landlandl therefore he is limited in his entitlement.
The landlord who does not take part in the farm@wgjvities shares the crops with the poor
farmer through thabusasystem which could mean that the farmers are behegted in that the
farmer who uses his labour on the farm does nothgehecessary amount he has to. In this case
the farmer is being exploited by the landlords assalt of what Bene (2003) described as class
exploitation. This means that the poor farmer isatge to maximize his capabilities in order to
improve his social and economic status due to ¢#ae 6f being ejected from the land by the
landlord. The implication is that certain sociataas such as the landlords, rich (who are able to
buy land) are capable of controlling resources atilize their endowments as well as making
good use of their capabilities at the expense ef ghor who do not have the means. This
therefore means that people’ economic status ioceety becomes essential when it comes to
getting access to resources because the poor abéeuo have access to the resources because of
their status.

The alternative sets of utilities which made up #myironmental entittements by Leach et al
(1999) were also applicable in Abakam. These ireltige fish caught and the crops cultivated
which serve as food for their survival. The inhabts derive several satisfactions from these
environmental entitlements as they derive theiramgrotein from the consumption of fish
product and the crops grown. As the fishers and freners engage in their activities
employment also serve as a set of alternativayutilhich reduces the unemployment rate in the
community thereby enhancing their living conditionis is therefore not a surprise to infer from
chapter five that most of the respondents (87%)eweto fishing and therefore fishing is the
major livelihood activity in Abakam even though tidabitants also engage in other economic

activities such as selling of fuel wood, localidis, and other petty trading.

The rich (net owners) are accorded with honouresithey have been able to transform their

endowments to become rich in the community. Theviddals who have been able to attain
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certain level of financial status are respected amglaarded as honourable people in the
community as honour has become part of “hierarthsocaial formations” (Aase, 2002:1) in
Abakam. The fisher with the biggest beach seinecamte is highly respected in the community.
This honour and social prestige is given to thesetaon their status of having the biggest beach
seine or farm. For example Edem (see case stugdyHighly respected in the community based
on the fact that he is the only person having abaard motor and having the biggest net (as at

the time of fieldwork) in the community with thestestill using wooden paddles.

The market value derived from the environmentaitlentent serves as a source of income to the
fishers and farmers in the community. These incoaresused for various purposes such as
purchasing of basic necessities in live, investmgheir children’ education, among others. By
these they are able to improve their living comais and have positive effect on their well-being.
However, it must be noted that the income is nengvdistributed which therefore means that
some of the fishers (canoe owners who always redéie bulk of the money) are better-off and
are able to generate enough income to improve wtaimdards of living than others (crew

members) whose income are less.
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CHAPTER EIGHT: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1. Conclusion

This research followed the three objectives puivésd as a way of understanding the resource
management in the Anlo-Ewe migrants fishing comryuibakam in the Central Region of
Ghana: How the Anlo-Ewe migrants get access tanfishights and land in Abakam and how
they maintain this access. The institutions invdie the regulation on the use and the

management of the resources, and the negotiatioondicts among fishers.

The actual fishing activities in Abakam are in th@nds of the young men to the neglect of
women and children which clearly indicates gendabdlance in terms having access and
command over the resources and this is due to ¢neley ideology and traditional practices
which are found in the locality where woman anddiken are relegated to the background in

terms of getting access to the fishing grounds.

Access to resources is also linked to the priecgldifferentiated social actors. The wealthy are
able to enhance their well-being by making ultimage of their endowments and capabilities at

the expense of the poor who are constrained byogcmrand socio-cultural factors.

Diverse institutions, both formal and informal, @igotal in the maintenance of rights to fishing
grounds and land. The informal institutions esgbciacts to shape and regulate the ways
differentiated social actors access, use, manadalerive their well-being from environmental
resources in Abakam. The findings showed how infdrmstitutions are involved in resources

management at the grass root level through vanmehanisms put in place.

The role of chiefs and elders (traditional leaderd)sh and land resource management is crucial
in Abakam. This is due to the traditional set ughe area where chiefs’ power and authority is
not challenged. The chief's power is also backedhgyconstitution of Ghana and so through
these they are able to regulate access, use andahagement of the land and fishing grounds

through local rules (informal institutions). Thegeaalso able to negotiate conflicts among the
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fishers as conflicts usually emanate among theefssindicating a strong buttom up approach in

resource management in Abakam.

Several sanctions are met by fishers who violageitfiormal institutions. These sanctions are
given to the fishers by the chief. The degree efgthnction depends on the seriousness of the
offence and whether the person has continuously esating the institutions or not. This

means that people are not treated equally cona@ethensanctions.

Class exploitation is integral part of both fishisugd farming activities in Abakam. The rich who
are able to afford fishing gears and land emphaydrew members and pay them less. This class

exploitation is embedded in the institutions erigtin the community.

International migration is an integral part of &k in Abakam as the main reason was to search
for new and better fishing opportunities. This vdag to the frequent movement of the fishers
from Abakam to different countries in West Africadabeyond in search of fishing grounds. In
addition fishers use international migration toedsify their livelihoods when conditions become

unfavourable at their origin.

Although fishing (small-scale fishing) activity pt& a vital role in the lives of the people of
Abakam, they are confronted with several problentsciv hinder the development of their

welfare.
8.2. Recommendations

From the above findings of the study, the followarg recommended:

Informal laws regarding access to fishing rightsl éine use of the fishing grounds should be
supported by the various fishing communities altimg coast of Ghana to enhance effective
management on a whole. The degree of the sancimngd also be strengthen as people are not
treated equally and be support by fishing commesito serve as a deterrent to other fishers.

This will go a long way to enhance the sustaingbdf the marine resources in Ghana.
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Formal laws should be enacted to prosecute fisivbrs use explosives, poisonous chemicals
(like DDT), light in fishing and other harmful fisilg methods. This will prevent the juvenile
fishes from extinct as well as preventing the sedewfrom pollution. In addition, regular
community meetings and interactions among the shaefd the fishers are very necessary in
management of fish resources. Through regular mgetwith the fishers information can be
shared on fisheries in general and fishers woulchbee informed about the need to conserve and
manage our fish resources wisely like formal arfdrmal management institutions through the

role of the chiefs.

There is the need probably for the government sodbexcess fish from the fishers especially
during bumper harvest. This could be done thron@jastructure development in order to reduce
the fish spoilage and also stabilize the fluctuatioprices of the fish which would then increase
the income generated by the fishers and fish teadence enhancing their livelihood and living

conditions.

Banks such as Agricultural Development Bank (ADBpw@d give credit to the fishers and
fishmongers through fisher associations withoutatetal security to enable them purchase the

fishing gears needed.

Subsidies on fishing gear should be given to fishmrthe government to enhance their fishing
methods. This is so because when the prices oroauthmotors, beach seines, ropes, canoes
among others are reduced by the government theydvieuable to carry on with their activities

with ease without using paddles which require nerergy and strength.

The chiefs should be able educate the fisherstamfishmongers on the need to live harmonious
lives in the community. This will help to reducestbonflicts especially the verbal insults and

guarrel among them. The gap between the rich amgdor should be reduced. This could be
done by changing the sharing of the money arrangebetween the canoe owners and the crew

members to minimize the class exploitation.
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APPENDIX

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN THE ANLO-EWE MIGRANTS FISHI§ COMMUNITY
ABAKAM IN THE CENTRAL REGION, GHANA.

QUESTIONNAIRE

The researcher is working on the above topic. Bl@éasould be greatly appreciated if you could
fill out this questionnaire as truthfully as podsibinformation given would be treated as
confidential and is purely for academic work. P&e#éisk where appropriate and answer where
necessary. Counting on your kind cooperation.

SECTION A: PERSONAL DATA

1.Age...ccoiiiiine
2.Sex: a.Mal— b.Femd
3. Marital status: a. Singl ] b. Marrie{” ]

4. Number of children, if any...........coo i

5. Educational background

a. Basicl] b .SecondDy c .Terti& d. OthersD , Specify..............
SECTION B: INTERNAL MIGRATION

6. How long have you lived in Abakam?:............coiiiiiiiiiii s

a. Since infancD b.1-5 yeaD c. 6-10 [}ars d. above 11 yearD

7. How did you cOmMe t0 ADAKAM?.........uuums s e veesveevnvnssnnnennnenennnennnnnes

a. born herD b. through a relaﬂe bycmyself d.OthersD

SPECITY . et

8. Why did you settle in Abakam?............uuemmenieeiii e,

a. FishingD b. Farmirﬂ C. tradinD d. Otlﬂs cifpe........
9. Is it easy to allow new people to come to AbaRam

a. YesD. No D

10a. Do you sometimes go to your hometown (Voltgi®k®?

a. YesD. No D

10b.When do you go there?

a. Traditional festivaD b. FunerDs c. Christrand Easter hoIidayD

d. OtherD L SPECIY . .. ettt e e,
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SECTION C: ACCESS TO RESOURCES(SEA/LAND)
11. What do you do for living?

a. FishingD b. FarmirD C. Trath d. oth&specify ...............
12. How did you gain access to fishing grounds/fand......................c.
a. MarkeD b. inheritancD c. through marr[be Othhers D specify........

13a. Are you sometimes in any way restricted orutesof the resources?

a. YesD. No D

13b. If yes, in what ways are you restricted onube of the resources?

14a. Do men and women have equal access to therces@

a. YGSD. No D

LAD. WY 2 e e

15. How do you maintain this access to the res@@iCe...........cccccvvvvvvveveeeeennnnn.

16a. Are the resources easily accessible to nepi@®2o

a.Yes b. NOI:I

16b. If no, mention some of the mechanisms in pthaéprevent new people from accessing the

resources:

SECTION D: INFORMAL INSTITUTIONS AND RESOURCE USE

17a. Are there any norms or rules governing thesgd¢o and the use of the sea and the land
resources?

a. Yes b. No

17b. If yes, what are some of the norms or rules?
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18a. Do sometimes conflicts/disputes emerge?

a. Yes b.No

18b.Who are involved when these conflicts aris&k & many as possible.

a. Landlords and tenanID b. Canoe owner andethc. Fante traditional authority and
Anlo net-ownersD d. Chief fisherman aiithge eldersD e. Chief fish trader and fish

mongersD g. OtheD SPECIfY....vvrieeeennn,

19. What are the main causes of conflicts/dispuiés?as many as possible.

a. Casting across neD b. Poor relation betJegetiords and tenantl] c.disagreement
between canoe owner and the creDs d. @isagent among the fish tradd} e. OtDrs
SPECITY .o

20. What kind of institutions are being activatedew the conflicts emerge? Tick as many as
possible:

a. Village headmaD b. Council of net-owners anérelD c. Chief fishermzﬂ d. Chief
fish trader D e. Others[l SPECITY. .. eeevie e e

SECTION F: MANAGEMENT OF THE RESOURCES

21a. Are there any periods or areas that you drallmved to fish or farm?

a. YesD. No D

21b. Mention some of the periods that you are Howad to fish or farm.
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22. What are the reasons why you are not allowdidhoor farm during those periods?

23a. Are there any institutions to make sure tredppe are not allowed to fish during those

periods?
a. Yes[ ). NtD

23Db. If yes, mention some of the institutions:

24a. In your view, do you think that the rules dagjag fishing, farming or other

activities are made to favour some group of petide others?

a. Yeﬂ b. NOD

24Db. If yes, which group of people?......ccoocceeveeeii,
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25a. Do you face any problems as a result of diets/of other fishermen, farmers, or

fish traders etc ?

a.Yes[|] b.N[]

25b. What are some of the problems?

27. How do you make your problems known to thosauithority?

28. How do you manage these problemS?..... .. eenmemiansnn s sen e ssanas
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QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DICUSSIONS

Identification of the individuals

Personal data

Do you sometimes encounter some conflicts/disputes?

Mention those who are usually involved

Can you explain the role of the following in setgjiconflicts/disputes?

Chief fisherman

Chief fish trader

Village elders

Village headman

In what ways do institutions limit your accesshe tnarine and land resources in Abekem?

Do you think that it is good for the institutions testrict your use and access to the resources?
In what ways is it good?

How do people gain access to the resources?

How are the resources managed internally amongnie Ewes?

How are the resources managed externally in relatidghe native Fantes?

Do you pay some token to the Fante Traditional Aties?

In what ways do the Fante Traditional Authoritiesediate when there s a conflict /disputes?.

What are some of the norms/rules regulating yooesto and the use of the resources?
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